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Hi all!

November has been a fulfilling month for our unit, 
and it has been a great reminder of what makes 
our unit so special.  Personally, I have also been 
keeping busy with family events and sports, and I 
recently applied for an internship. I am currently 
just wai�ng to hear back on when the background 
check process will begin. 

At the end of October our unit had a Fall Playday 
on October 25th at Diamond Bar Arena in Ceres. It 
was a great success, and I want to thank everyone 
who a�ended, helped with the organizing, ran the 
games, or pitched in with cooking. I hope all who 
a�ended and helped out had a great �me and I am 
sorry to have missed such a fun event.

On November 1st, we held the Equine Health and 
Backcountry Educa�on Client Seminar at Sweet 
River Equine Clinic in Modesto. This event brought 
together both clients and a few Mid Valley 
members for a full day of educa�on, hands-on 
demonstra�ons, and a great �me. The feedback 
was incredibly posi�ve, and it once again reminded 
me how grateful I am to have such a suppor�ve 
unit. The seminar would not have been possible 
without all the volunteers from our unit – so thank 
you everyone, again!

Looking ahead, don't miss the Columbia All 
Equestrian Christmas Parade happening on 
Sunday, December 14th at 11:00 a.m. This event is 
always a highlight of the holiday season whether 
you're riding, specta�ng, or bringing the kids to 
enjoy the event. Please make sure to check out the 
event flyer for more details. We also have officially 
saved the date for our Winter Round-Up which will 

thbe held on Saturday, January 10 , 2026 in Hilmar 
(at the Perry Party Barn to be exact) star�ng at 4 
p.m. There will be a flyer with more informa�on 
about that as well. Please join us!

Please take note that our monthly board mee�ngs 
will now begin at 6:00 p.m. (instead of 6:30 p.m.) 
for the next three months. This change is due to 
Perko's Café in Riverbank adjus�ng their hours 
from Daylight Savings Time. Thanks for your 
flexibility as we adapt to the darker evenings.

Happy Trails,

 President's Message
By Barbara Baglione-Riner



Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE 
APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com
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subject line of your email message and send to mvmonthly@gmail.com.
The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or hold over late submissions.

Vicki Morales, Kathy Zumbrunn
and Gail Jamieson

Editorial Team

Janet@inprint1.com
Layout and printing by Inprint Printing Co.

Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $35

   

Crew necks   $30 T-Shirts   $20

 

Zipped Hoodies  $40 Aprons  $20 Caps  $20

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Stephanie Sto� at 

Phone (209) - 402-4417  Email: HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

2023

NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

Seth Diemel
Denise Gilseth and James Kelley
Jeanne Jenkins
Doug Morgan
Cinnamon Rigmaiden
Michael and Kendra Thomason
Candace Ward

Craig Baker
Lynn Boss
Kaylie Bulah
Melanie and Josh Canepa
Kimberly Capps
Jason and Kerriann Carroll
Dennise Davis and Maya Padilla
Julie Ann Livingston

Dan and Cathy Dunckel
Holly Fletcher
Bethany Fowler
Candy Graham
Korri Hembree
Roy Jones
Kevin Kirschman
Jeanne Lucas

Sue and Cheyenne Mason 
and Derrick Woods
Ka�e Menghe�
Dan and Michele Perreault
Samuel and Tessa Persson
Darlene Ramsey
Jennifer Rapoza
Richard and Jeane�e Reitz
Morgan Sousa
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By Crystal Dalby

Quote of the Month
By Kathy Zumbrunn

Quote of the Month

No one can teach riding so well as a horse.

—C.S. Lewis—  From the Quotable Horse Lover by Steven D. Price
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I have some good news to report! 

Garre� and Ashley Dollarhide welcomed their baby girl, Hazel Brook Dollarhide, 
7 lbs., 19 1/2 inches long, born 12:05 a.m. on Nov. 5th. Congratula�ons you two! 
And to the proud grandparents also - Doug and Cathy Dollarhide, and Craig and 
Stephanie Sto�! What a blessing!!

Karen Sayers had a bad horse accident while at Montana de Oro.  Prayers for a 
quick recovery! 
If you need some sunshine sent your way, let me know.  I would like to hear the 
good also! New baby! Got Married! New job! Please let me know! Text is the best 
way!  But you may get a hold of me any way you need!
(209) 968-0483 or crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com

Director Candidate Solicita�on
By Michael King

Gree�ngs Mid Valley Unit Members!

Well, it's that �me of year again.  Seven of our current directors' terms are up and we will be holding 

elec�ons to fill those posi�ons at our Winter Round-Up party on January 10th.  

Some of the maturing directors will run again, but we are always looking for new blood to join the board of 

directors.  

The job entails a�ending one mee�ng per month on the second Tuesday and helping out here and there on 

unit ac�vi�es.  It's not a hard job at all and is very rewarding!

So, I would love to have some of our members, who have the inclina�on, to step up and volunteer to run.  

To throw your hat into the ring, you can call me directly at (209) 606-8323 or send an email to me at 

mickngig@sbcglobal.net

We appreciate all of our members and I thank you all for your membership!
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Rendezvous 2026 
Diamond Bar, Ceres CA

March 20-22, 2026
By Lloyd Erlandson

Mid Valley unit has been tagged as the lead unit for the 2026 Rendezvous. It is a privilege and honor to be the 
chairperson for this event. Now, that being said, I'm not a very good chairman for anything, much less something 
the size of the Rendezvous. This is a newsle�er ar�cle to plead for help. We have the largest unit in the state so I 
know there are lots of people in our unit with lots of talent and ideas. I'd like to hear from those people. Share your 
thoughts and ideas with me about what you would like our Rendezvous to be: educa�on classes, history classes, 
packing ideas or any other interes�ng things we could add to the event. This event is for our members to gather 
and exchange ideas and stories just as the mountain men of the early 1800s did.
What is also needed to make this a success is people visi�ng your local businesses and asking them to maybe be a 
sponsor and donate some money or maybe buy an ad in the program that covers the weekend ac�vi�es.  All these 
things will make this a success, but it takes all of us to get it done. I have sponsor forms, adver�sing forms and 
vendor forms on my computer, just email me and I can get you whatever you need.
I have scheduled a mee�ng to meet and put our heads together and con�nue to plan this event.  It will be at 
Perko's Café in Riverbank at 6:00 p.m. on December 16, 2025.   So please put this on your calendar and bring some 
ideas to help make this Rendezvous a special event!
If for no other reason than to say hi, email or text me a note to let me know somebody reads the newsle�er. Thank 
you.
Lloyd Erlandson 
(209) 761-3942
lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

Regional Leadership Training Course
By Kathy Zumbrunn
From the BCHC State Newsle�er

Everyone who has taken the responsibility of an elected 
posi�on in their unit should a�end these mee�ngs.  We offer this only every other year.  Your unit will be 
be�er and stronger a�er you have a�ended.

For the Mid Valley Unit, High Sierra Unit is hos�ng the course on January 24, 2026.  It will be held at the Farm 
Bureau office, 737 N. Ben Maddox Way, Visalia, and run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Your host will have coffee 
and sweets in the morning.  For lunch, your host may feed you at a nominal price or supply a list of nearby 
restaurants.  

Please RSVP to Ruthie Heuer for direc�ons or more informa�on (559) 560-6161 - cell or (559) 568-1260 - 
home). 

(Each officer a�ending should bring a copy of the appropriate sec�on of the “BCHC Leadership and Training 
Resource Manual” which can be a�ained from our President, Barbara Riner.)
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Columbia All Equestrian Parade Steps Off December 14
By Barb Savery

The Columbia All-Equestrian Christmas Parade is scheduled for December 14, and entries will step off at 11:00 
a.m. sharp.   Sponsored by Mid Valley Unit, the parade is a recurring favorite of the local community, and will 
again collect toys for the Amador Tuolumne Community Ac�on Agency.  
Barb Savery, Deb and Sco� Lewis, and Steve and Brenda Bauhr organize the parade, and are assisted by the 
local radio sta�on, the Friends of Columbia State Historic Park, Mid Valley volunteers, Terri Arington and other 
local residents who help with poop scooping, announcing, Santa's arrival, toy collec�on and parking.
The parade is a “rain or shine” parade, and condi�ons can very from ice and snow to 70-degree weather.  It 
has been canceled only a few �mes for really extreme weather.  It puts a lot of smiles on the faces of 
bystanders, riders and the families who receive the donated toys.  We hope for a great Mid Valley turnout; if 
you can't ride, please come and watch, cheer the decorated units as they go by, wave at Santa and bring an 
unwrapped toy for ATCAA.

A�en�on, All Videographers!
By Kathy Zumbrunn
From the BCHC State Newsle�er

The BCHC Educa�on Commi�ee is hos�ng a friendly compe��on for a 1-minute, 2-minute and 3-minute 
video, sharing what Backcountry Horsemen of California is about in your unit.  It can be about LNT, an 
educa�onal topic, work project, food, etc. - you get the picture.  Have FUN with it, but follow safety 
guidelines.  Add a catchy �tle and add music! Our goal is to make something that younger genera�ons would 
watch to a�ract them to our organiza�on.

Winners will be announced at Rendezvous in Ceres, March 20 – 22, 2026. Prizes: $50 to 1-minute, 2-minute 
and 3-minute video winners.  

Send videos to: trailpeople1@yahoo.com
Deadline is February 1, 2026 

So, put on your thinking caps and let's get out there and be crea�ve.  Most of all…have fun!
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Time to Turn in your Volunteer Hours! 
By Crystal Dalby

Have you volunteered? Help with trail clearings? Work par�es? Parades? Let me know! Any other type of 
volunteer you may have done. Remember! This is how we receive funding for our unit. So, it is VERY 
IMPORTANT that I have all the hours. This year my deadline is a month sooner than previous years.& So, MY 
DEADLINE to you is sooner as well! I must have all hours no later than Monday, December 22. This is taking in 
account the busy holiday season. What I need: 1) What day (s) and how many hours you worked? 
2) How long was your drive? How many miles? 3) Did you use a horse? Mule? How many? 4) Did you have to 
prep before workday? How long did that take? 
Some�mes the coordinator will give me a list. But some�mes not. You may check with me or just send me 
your �me. I will add them in if needed. Contact info: You may text or email the informa�on.& Give me a call if 
you have any ques�ons. DEADLINE to get them to me is Monday December 22nd!  
Thank you, Crystal Dalby (209) 968 0483 Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com
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Apple Walnut Peach Crisp
Submi�ed by Vicki Morales

3 cups peeled, cored, and sliced Golden Delicious apples
2 cups peeled, pi�ed, and sliced peaches
4 tablespoons sugar
1/2 cup old-fashioned oats
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 cup bu�er
1/4 cup chopped walnuts

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Grease a 2-quart baking dish.
In a bowl, toss together apples, peaches and sugar.  Pour into the baking dish. 
In another bowl, combine oats, brown sugar, flour and cinnamon.  Cut in bu�er un�l mixture is crumbly.  
Mix in walnuts.  Sprinkle over fruit.  Bake for 30 minutes, or un�l fruit is tender and topping is golden.  
Serve warm.
Makes 6 to 8 servings.
I came across this recipe and tried it.  I used apples from my brother's tree.  No idea what kind they were.  
It is a recipe I will use again.  It would work in a 10 inch Dutch oven with 16 coals on top and 7 on the 
bo�om (according to a Lodge chart).  Canned peaches will work, but fresh is best, especially freestones! 
Enjoy!

Dutch Oven Report
By Kathy Zumbrunn
For Vicki Whisler 

Happy November to all!  Well, the holidays are about to start and all the Dutch oven ac�vi�es are winding 
down for the year.

We had a wonderful turnout of Dutch oven chefs for the Sweet River Equine Clinic’s Equine Health and 
Backcountry Educa�on Client Seminar on November 1st, and also a great turnout of cooks for the 
Halloween Playday at Diamond Bar on October 25th.  Check out the ar�cles in this newsle�er for all the fun 
we had!

The next big get together will be our annual New Year's Day ride and potluck at Red Hills.  Be sure to come 
on out, take a nice ride, sit and chat with everyone, maybe meet some new people, and fill up 
on all the goodies that will be there!  We always have a great �me, rain or shine!  I hope to 
see you there!

Un�l then, stay safe, warm and dry.  Happy Holidays, and don't get too stuffed 
on Thanksgiving!
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Dutch Oven At The Sweet River Equine Clinic 
By Kathy Zumbrunn

Once again, the Mid Valley Dutch oven chefs outdid themselves at the Sweet River Equine Clinic’s Equine 
Health and Backcountry Educa�on Client Seminar on November 1st.  We were asked to prepare desserts for 
their event; and as usual, the chefs turned out with big smiles and wonderful goodies!

We had ten chefs and 14 delicious desserts to sa�sfy everyone's sweet tooth a�er a wonderful lunch.  Our 
chefs were: Cathy Dollarhide (Bread Pudding and Cherry Chocolate Cobbler, Rudy Dezzani (Lemon Pineapple 
Cake), Susan Erlandson (Caramel Apple Cobbler and Double Hot Fudge Pudding Cake), Gail Jamieson (White 
Blueberry Cake), Nicole Jones (Sugar Free White Cake), Roy Jones (Cinnamon Apple Cake), Michael King 
(Mixed Berry Shortcake), Vicki Morales (Peach Cobbler and Mandarin Orange Cake), Jerrie Thomas (Lemon 
Bars) and Kathy Zumbrunn (Pineapple Angel Food Cake and Chocolate Chip Cookies).  All the guests were in 
awe of all the yummy choices they had and gave big thanks to all of us who treated them to such wonderful 
desserts.

All in all, it was a great day.  The venue was very nice and we were fortunate to be cooking on the lawn 
under some nice, shady trees since the weather was unusually warm (80 degrees!) for a November day!
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Playday at Diamond Bar Arena
By Stephanie Sto�

Such a fun playday at Diamond Bar Arena Saturday, October 25th. The 
turnout of riders and Dutch oven cooks was awesome. Nicole-Nikki 
Andrew-Jones won both musical poles and best costume, Scarle� 
Taylor won the spoon and egg race/marathon (these riders balanced 
that egg too well!) and Jody Elaine Blackmer Rumsey won the Dolly 
Parton Race. The Dutch Oven lunch was amazing as well. Thank you to 
everyone who helped out! You all 
made it such a fun day!



PAGE 10

Winter Round-Up
By Kaitlyn Rumsey
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Parade Riders
By Carlena Kellog

Dear MVU Members,
We are excited to announce the 2025 Columbia Christmas Parade will be held on Sunday, 
December 14th at 11 a.m. 
We need a few members to ride and carry flags, as well as others to walk and carry 
banners. Please arrive between 9-9:30 a.m. We will no�fy par�cipants of the designated parking loca�on. 
Please be aware that parking trailers on park property is prohibited. Following the parade, we invite you to 
join us at the trailers for a potluck lunch. The unit will supply pulled pork, as well as the paper goods and 
utensils. A 2000w generator and a small microwave will be available for rehea�ng hot dishes. Please bring your 
own drinks and chair.
The loca�on of Columbia State Park is Jackson St in Columbia. 
For more informa�on and to sign up for the parade, please contact Carlena by phone or text.
MVU Parade Chairman
Carlena Kellogg.  (209) 505-0122

The 2026 Winter Round-Up is quickly approaching! 

Please make sure to send in your RSVP forms to Kaitlyn Rumsey at 19448 Rawhide Rd, Sonora, CA 

95370 BY THE DEADLINE OF JANUARY 1, 2026.  Reserva�ons will be required to a�end to ensure that 

the correct amount of food is ordered. Since the event has been in Sonora the last two years, the venue 

will be moving back to the valley this year and will be at the Perrys' in Hilmar. Thank you so much to the 

Perrys for allowing us to use their beau�ful barn to have the event! Overnight camping will be available if 

arranged prior to the event.
There will be an appe�zer and a dessert table. Please make sure that the dessert or appe�zer you 

bring will feed 10-12 people. If you are unsure what to bring, please follow the guidelines below based on 
your last name. 
Last Name Star�ng with A-M: Appe�zer 
Last Name Star�ng with N-Z: Dessert
               New this year, we will have food dish labels that we will ask individuals to fill out so we know 
what the dish is and if it contains any allergens (nuts, dairy, soy, etc.). While this may take a li�le �me 
when you arrive, it is very important for those with allergies to be aware of what is in the food we all 
bring.

We will have a raffle, a silent auc�on, and a live auc�on. A large por�on of the dona�ons for the 
live and silent auc�on this year are coming from Royce Spears, and proceeds will go to the Mid Valley 
Educa�on Fund. Please try to limit your dona�ons for the raffle to 1 per person. Every person who brings 
a raffle gi� will receive 5 free raffle �ckets. To avoid as many backups and long waits at the check-in table, 
we will allow everyone to check in, then begin selling raffle �ckets. This will also allow all the raffle items 
to be out before people begin pu�ng their �ckets in. If there is an item that you would like to see put in 
either auc�on, please contact Kaitlyn BEFORE THE EVENT. 

Social hour will begin at 4 p.m. Blodge� Catering will cater dinner and serve at about 5 p.m. 
Following dinner, we will have an elec�on of board members, a brief presenta�on from the Mid Valley-
sponsored 2025 Bishop Mule Days Interscholas�c Pack Team, and a live auc�on. Of course, don't forget to 
bring your dancing shoes for music provided by Lance Kell throughout the evening!

For any ques�ons, please call or text Kaitlyn Rumsey at (209) 768-5732.
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BY JANUARY 1, 2026 

 JANUARY 1, 2026 



2025 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

2025 OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
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Past President, David Rumsey Spring Campout, Pack Team  

(209) 532-2681                         davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Vice President, Kaitlyn Rumsey** Membership Chair,
Winter  Round-Up

Stephanie Sto�* Facebook, Merchandise
(209) 402-4417                         HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales**  Newsle�er, State Board Director
(209) 404-0561                         vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King* Alternate State Board Director
(209) 606-8323                          mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Barbara Riner** Winter Round-Up

Saw Program Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Dave Moser
(209) 404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry* Volunteer Service Projects, Spring Campout
Pack Team

(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Newsle�er - Gail Jamieson and Kathy Zumbrunn
(209) 765-4923                         runningzranch@gmail.com
(209) 918-8869                         gail.sunshine@gmail.com

Photograher - Aida Nunes 

(209) 620-1759                         aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Crystal Dalby** Sunshine, Volunteer Hours

Webmaster - Eileen Forte

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide* Website
(209) 602-1489                         bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Garre� Dollarhide** Educa�on, Kennedy Meadows General
Mee�ng, State Board Director
(209) 804-8385                         chance2011.gd.gd@gmail.com

Doug Dollarhide** Youth Ac�vi�es, Youth Horse Camp,
State Board Director, Pack Team
(209) 605-2403                         bootsandspur@a�.net 

 Email only newsle�er, Email blasts - Dan Prine
(209) 485-0844                         dyprine@aol.com

Vicki Whisler* Dutch Oven Group  
(209) 480-0566                         vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net

 Jim Westmoreland** Peoria Flat Project Chair, Rides
(209) 815-3125                          jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

December 2025 

9) Board Mee�ng  6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.co

14) Columbia Christmas Parade 
Contact: Carlena Kellogg (209) 505-0122

16) Rendezvous commi�ee mee�ng 6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact Lloyd Erlandson 
(209) 761-3942   lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

January 2025 

1) New Year’s Day Ride at Red Hills. Rain or shine. Come
out, bring food, ride and have fun!

10) Winter Round-Up
Carl and Julie Perry’s Party Barn in Hilmar 
See flyer in newsle�er 

13) Board Mee�ng  6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

February 2025 

17) Board Mee�ng  6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

March 2025 

17) Board Mee�ng  6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

20-22) Rendezvous at Diamond Bar Arena

(209) 402-4473                      rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

(209) 768-5732             kaitlynnrumsey@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson* — Insurance 
(209) 761-3942                         lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

(209) 968-0483                             crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com

STATE BOARD DIRECTORS

Doug Dollarhide, Garre� Dollarhide, Vicki Morales,
Michael King - alternate

 Columbia All Equestrian Parade, Barbara Savery
(209) 743-3580                        bjsavery@a�.net

Unit Trailer - Larry Souza
(209) 613-8293  

Dennis Serpa* Public Lands 
(209) 531-5175                          dmserpa@velociter.net  
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Board mee�ng �me change 
to 6:00 because of the winter hours of Perko's. 
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