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Hello fellow members,

I hope everyone is enjoying the start of fall and 
finding a li�le �me to take in the cooler weather 
and fall colors. Things have been quite busy on my 
end lately! School is in full swing for the semester. 
Between that, work, paren�ng, social events, and 
cheering Brantley on at his flag football games, our 
calendar has been packed.My husband, Rodney, 
and I celebrated our 4th wedding anniversary at 
the beginning of this month. We also celebrated 
my birthday as well as my mom’s. To celebrate our 
anniversary and my birthday, we had a fun 
getaway to Truckee, North Lake Tahoe, and Virginia 
City, Nevada. It was such a fun trip with some good 
friends. We saw some wild horses, explored the 
historic downtown, and did some shopping (even 
picked up a few new turquoise pieces to add to my 
collec�on). We definitely missed the kiddos while 
we were away, but it was a great li�le recharge 
before returning to our busy life.Our unit has 
plenty to look forward to this fall as well. This 
Saturday (10/25), our unit will be holding our Fall 
Play Day at Diamond Bar Arena in Ceres; fingers 
crossed for nice, cool weather and no rain! Then 
on November 1st, our group will be taking part in 
the client seminar at Sweet River Equine Clinic in 
Modesto, which will focus on equine health and 
backcountry educa�on. It’s always a great 
opportunity to learn and connect with others in 
the equine community.At our most recent monthly 
mee�ng, we discussed several topics, including the 
upcoming Columbia All-Equestrian Christmas 
Parade scheduled for Sunday, December 14th at 11 
a.m. This is always a fun and fes�ve parade, and I 
hope many of you can join in or come out to watch 
and show your support.
With gra�tude, 
Barbara Riner

 President's Message
By Barbara Baglione-Riner



Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE 
APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com
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subject line of your email message and send to mvmonthly@gmail.com.
The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or hold over late submissions.

Vicki Morales, Kathy Zumbrunn
and Gail Jamieson

Editorial Team

Janet@inprint1.com
Layout and printing by Inprint Printing Co.

Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $35

   

Crew necks   $30 T-Shirts   $20

 

Zipped Hoodies  $40 Aprons  $20 Caps  $20

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Stephanie Sto� at 

Phone (209) - 402-4417  Email: HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

2023

OCTOBER NOVEMBER
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Steve and Margo Li�le Seth Diemel
Denise Gilseth and James Kelley
Jennifer Hondeville
Jeanne Jenkins
Doug Morgan

Cinnamon Rigmaiden
Carolyn Sizemore
Scarle� Taylor
Michael and Kendra Thomason
Candace Ward

mailto:hayloftpigeon@aol.com


By Crystal Dalby

Quote of the Month
By Kathy Zumbrunn

Quote of the Month
The one best precept —the golden rule in dealing with a horse—

is never to approach him angrily.  
Anger is so devoid of forethought that it will o�en drive a man to do things, 

which in a calmer mood, he will regret.

—Xenophon, On Horsemanship—
From the Quotable Horse Lover by Steven D. Price
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Donna Storment had knee replacement surgery and could use some prayers while 
she is recovering. 

We are sending out thoughts and prayers to Katherine Reeves and Vicki Whisler who 
have each been dealing with some serious health issues over the past months. We 
hope their health situa�ons resolve soon. They are missed and we hope they can 
return to our Mid Valley ac�vi�es soon.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Shirley Rasmussen from the Los Padres Unit as 
she is mourning the loss of Greg Feinberg. 

We send Sunshine to all others who may not have reached out to me.  If you need 
some sunshine sent your way, please let me know.  I would like to hear the good 
news also! New baby? Got married? New Job? Please let me know! Text is the best 
way! But you may get ahold of me any way you need!
Crystal Dalby
(209) 968-0483
Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.

Columbia Christmas Parade
By Carlena Kellogg

We are excited to announce the 2025 Columbia Christmas Parade will be held on Sunday,
December 14th at 11 a.m. The loca�on of Columbia State Park is Jackson Street in Columbia.
Please be aware that parking trailers on park property is prohibited. We will no�fy par�cipants of the 
designated parking loca�on.
We need a few members to ride and carry flags, as well as others to walk and carry banners.
Please arrive between 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.  Following the parade, we invite you to join us at the trailers for a 
potluck lunch. 
For more informa�on and to sign up for the parade contact Carlena, the MVU Parade Chairperson. Please call 
or text (209) 505-0122.
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We have a few people who need SUNSHINE this month.

mailto:Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com
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BCHC Rendezvous 2026
Diamond Bar, Ceres CA; 20-22 March 2026

By Lloyd Erlandson

Mid Valley unit has been tagged as the lead unit for the 2026 Rendezvous. It is a privilege and honor to be 

the chairperson for this event. Now, that being said, I'm not a very good chairman for anything, much less 

something the size of the Rendezvous. This newsle�er ar�cle is a plead for help. We have the largest unit in 

the state, so I know there are lots of people in our unit with lots of talent and ideas. I'd like to hear from 

those people. Share your thoughts and ideas with me about what you would like our Rendezvous to be: 

Educa�on classes, history classes, packing ideas or any other interes�ng things we could add to the event. 

This event is for our members to gather and exchange ideas and stories just as the mountain men of the 

early 1800s did.

To make this a success, we also need people visi�ng their local businesses and asking them to be a sponsor 

and donate some money or maybe buy an ad in the program that covers the weekend ac�vi�es.  All these 

things will make this a success, but it takes all of us to get it done. I have sponsor forms, adver�sing forms 

and vendor forms on my computer, just email me and I can get you whatever you need. 

lloyd,erlandson0@gmail.com 

I will be scheduling a mee�ng in the middle of next month (November) to meet and put our heads together 

and con�nue to plan this event.  So please reach out to me by email or phone and I will be able to get you 

informa�on and let you know when and where we will meet.

Thank you, Lloyd Erlandson

Call (209) 761-3942

Email: lloyd,erlandson0@gmail.com
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Successful 2025 Kennedy Meadows Campout and General Mee�ng
By Ashley Dollarhide

Thank you to everyone who came and helped with the 

annual Kennedy Meadows campout and general mee�ng 

this year! It was a July weekend full of kids playing, trail rides, 

games, good food and good weather. Thank you to Lance Kell

 for a great performance Saturday evening! We were able to 

raise a generous amount of money for the unit through the 

tack swap, live auc�on and cornhole tournament. I have 

enjoyed hos�ng the campout, but next year Stephanie Sto� 

will be taking over once again. I hope you are staying cool 

and enjoying the trails!
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Dutch Oven Report
By Vicki Whisler and Kathy Zumbrunn

Happy October to everyone!  We have several events coming up which need some Dutch oven cooks.  We 
are hoping you can join us and prepare some yummy dishes.

October 25 - Mid Valley Play Day will be held at the Diamond Bar Arena in Ceres.  We will have a full day of 
fun horse events, a costume contest and a Dutch oven potluck.  Please be sure to come and join in on all the 
fun!

November 1 - Equine Health and Backcountry Educa�on seminar at the Sweet River Equine Clinic, Modesto, 
CA.  We need Dutch oven desserts for the a�endees a�er lunch.  There is a fee for the seminars, but all Mid 
Valley cooks receive lunch for free.
Please let Barbara Riner know if you can a�end and cook!  Text or email: (209) 402-4473, 
rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

January 1, 2026 - New Year's Day ride and potluck at Red Hills!  Come early and go for a 
lovely ride in the hills, then come back for a feast of Dutch oven and homemade treats!  
There is always plenty of food.  This event is rain or shine!

Mark your calendars and plan to a�end some of these fun events.  Stay safe and happy trails!

 

Chocolate Cherry Lava Cake
This Dutch Oven Chocolate Cherry Dump Cake is a must for your next camping trip! 
Ingredients:
1 can - Cherry pie filling (Comstock's)
1 box - Chocolate cake mix
1 can - Lemon-lime or plain club soda, 12 oz
½ to 1 bag - Chocolate chips 10-12 oz. bag

Instruc�ons:

1. Prepare 24+ pieces of charcoal to a light gray ash,

2. Line the Dutch oven with a liner or spray with cooking oil,

3. Open the cherry pie filing and dump into the bo�om of the Dutch oven,

4. Layer the chocolate cake mix on top of the cherry filling,

5. Open the soda and slowly pour over the cake mix.  NOTE: It will foam but should not overflow if done 
slowly,

6. Sprinkle the chocolate chips on top of the soda,

7. Put the lid on the Dutch oven,

8. Place 16 charcoals on the lid of the oven,

9. Make a circle of 8 charcoals which will serve as the base heat for baking the cake,

10. Place the Dutch oven over the circle and let the cake bake for approximately an hour, more or less �me 
depending on the size of your Dutch oven and the heat of the coals.  Be sure to follow the steps below…

11. Every 15 minutes rotate the lid 45 degrees clockwise and the Dutch oven 45 degrees counterclockwise,

12. Using a toothpick or clean twig test to see if the cake is done,

13. Remove the Dutch oven from the coals and enjoy.
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Interscholas�c Team Search for 2026 Bishop Mule Days
By Carl Perry

It has been decided that Bishop Mule Days is a go for the year 2026. 

We are looking for interscholas�c students for the compe��on. 
thFresno State University (FSU) is having an educa�onal clinic and compe��on this November 8 . If anyone 

knows of someone, please contact me. These kids can be in high school. We will be compe�ng at the 

Rendezvous in the spring. Last year we had four new students compete and they ended up capturing the 

Bishop Mule Days Reserve World Champion Buckles. So, anyone remotely interested should contact me. A 

text is always the best way, so I have a record of our conversa�on.  

Carl Perry (209) 321-5410. 
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What Is Happening To Rendezvous?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

Once again it is �me to start planning for Rendezvous 2026, which will be here before we know it!  The 
dates are March 20 - 22, at the Diamond Bar Arena in Ceres, CA.

Recently, I came upon a box of Backcountry Horsemen paperwork, and in it were all sorts of notes and 
programs from past Rendezvous.  Looking at them, I could see how many people a�ended and how many 
interes�ng educa�onal classes, clinics and compe��ons were available. 

Here are some sta�s�cs on a�endance at three of the Rendezvous. The numbers were just astounding to 
me.

2002 Rendezvous in Madera
Pre-registra�on: 582

Packages: Adult - 343  Child - 6
Meals: Friday - 500

           Saturday - 635
RV Registra�on: 154 people for 368 RV days

Walk-in a�endees on Saturday: between 500-700

2024 Rendezvous in Ceres
Pre-registra�on: 74
Meals:  Friday - 175

            Saturday - 190
Camping - 44 spaces rented (mostly for two nights)

Stalls - 14 rented for two nights

2025 Rendezvous in Corning
Pre-registra�on: 156 (16 out of 20 units a�ended))

Meals: Friday - 183
           Saturday - 215

RV hookups - 154 nights
Dry camping - 40 nights

Stalls - 83 days

So what has changed in the past 20 years?  Why has a�endance to the Rendezvous been falling so 
dras�cally?  Are all the members aging out?  Are we old and �red and have lost interest?  Are we bored 
with the same old programs, compe��ons, speakers?  Has everyone lost interest in what we do?  We 
alone, at Mid Valley, have over 300 members.  Why did only 10 members a�end the Rendezvous in Corning 
in 2025?  It wasn't that far away!  And look at 2024 in Ceres…only 74 pre-registra�ons!  It was in our own 
backyard!

The Rendezvous is BCHC State Organiza�on's only fundraiser for the year, and if a�endance keeps falling, 
we are in big trouble!  And membership in BCHC is also disconcer�ng!  Here are some real troubling 
sta�s�cs.  In approximately 2003 we had 26 units and membership was over 4,000.  As of this year, we are 
down to 20 units and only 1,762 members statewide!  If this isn't troubling news, I don't know what is!  We 
need to put our heads together and figure out how we are going to make BCHC regrow and become strong 
again.
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Time to Turn in your Volunteer Hours! 
By Crystal Dalby

Have you volunteered? Help with trail clearings? Work par�es? Parades? Let me know! Any other type of 
volunteer you may have done. Remember! This is how we receive funding for our unit. So, it is VERY 
IMPORTANT that I have all the hours. This year my deadline is a month sooner than previous years.& So, MY 
DEADLINE to you is sooner as well! I must have all hours no later than Monday, December 22. This is taking 
in account the busy holiday season. What I need: 1) What day (s) and how many hours you worked? 
2) How long was your drive? How many miles? 3) Did you use a horse? Mule? How many? 4) Did you have to 
prep before workday? How long did that take? 
Some�mes the coordinator will give me a list. But some�mes not. You may check with me or just send me 
your �me. I will add them in if needed. Contact info: You may text or email the informa�on.& Give me a call 
if you have any ques�ons. DEADLINE to get them to me is Monday December 22nd!  
Thank you, Crystal Dalby (209) 968 0483 Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com
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2025 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

2025 OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
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Past President, David Rumsey Spring Campout, Pack Team  

(209) 532-2681                         davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Vice President, Kaitlyn Rumsey** Membership Chair,
Winter  Round-Up

Stephanie Sto�* Facebook, Merchandise
(209) 402-4417                         HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales**  Newsle�er, State Board Director
(209) 404-0561                         vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King* Alternate State Board Director
(209) 606-8323                          mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Barbara Riner** Winter Round-Up

Saw Program Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Dave Moser
(209) 404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry* Volunteer Service Projects, Spring Campout
Pack Team

(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Newsle�er - Gail Jamieson and Kathy Zumbrunn
(209) 765-4923                         runningzranch@gmail.com
(209) 918-8869                         gail.sunshine@gmail.com

Photograher - Aida Nunes 

(209) 620-1759                         aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Crystal Dalby** Sunshine, Volunteer Hours

Webmaster - Eileen Forte

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide* Website
(209) 602-1489                         bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Garre� Dollarhide** Educa�on, Kennedy Meadows General
Mee�ng, State Board Director
(209) 804-8385                         chance2011.gd.gd@gmail.com

Doug Dollarhide** Youth Ac�vi�es, Youth Horse Camp,
State Board Director, Pack Team
(209) 605-2403                         bootsandspur@a�.net 

 Email only newsle�er, Email blasts - Dan Prine
(209) 485-0844                         dyprine@aol.com

Vicki Whisler* Dutch Oven Group  
(209) 480-0566                         vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net

 Jim Westmoreland** Peoria Flat Project Chair, Rides
(209) 815-3125                          jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

October 2025 

25) Fall Play Day at Diamond Bar
Contact: Stephanie Sto�   (209) 402-4417

November 2025 

1) Educa�on Day: Dutch oven desserts, and seminars
all day for a fee.
Sweet River Equine Clinic
Contact Office: (209) 524-9191

8) Intercollegiate packing at Fresno State U, packing clinic,
career fair, packing contest.
Contact: Carl Perry (209) 321-5410

11) Board Mee�ng  6:30 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.co

November TBD- Rendezvous Volunteer Mee�ng 
Contact: Lloyd Erlandson (209) 761-3942

December 2025 

9) Board Mee�ng  6:30 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.co

14) Columbia Christmas Parade 
Contact: Carlena Kellogg (209) 505-0122

January 2025 

13) Board Mee�ng  6:30 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.co

(209) 402-4473                      rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

(209) 768-5732             kaitlynnrumsey@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson* — Insurance 
(209) 761-3942                         lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

(209) 968-0483                             crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com

STATE BOARD DIRECTORS

Doug Dollarhide, Garre� Dollarhide, Vicki Morales,
Michael King - alternate

 Columbia All Equestrian Parade, Barbara Savery
(209) 743-3580                        bjsavery@a�.net

Unit Trailer - Larry Souza
(209) 613-8293  

Dennis Serpa* Public Lands 
(209) 531-5175                          dmserpa@velociter.net  

SAVE THE DATE
1) New Year’s Day Ride and Dutch oven pot luck
10) Winter Round-Up 
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