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Hello all,
As summer winds down and we transi�on into fall, I hope this message 
finds you well. Life has been busy for my family. I am down to about a 
year le� in college to earn my bachelor's degree in criminal jus�ce, 
which I am really looking forward to. My youngest son, Aus�n, recently 
started at a new childcare facility and the transi�on has been a li�le 
challenging for him, but he's slowly se�ling in. My oldest, Brantley, is 
loving first grade and enjoying his rec soccer team and looking forward 
to star�ng flag football next month. We're also hoping to get him into 
horseback riding lessons soon, which I know will be a fun experience. 
Although our hands are full, we are very thankful we are able to do the 
things we do.
Our unit has plenty to look forward to in the coming months as well. On 
September 27, Jim Westmoreland and crew will be doing a trail ride at 
Peoria Flat, star�ng at 9:30 a.m. In October, mark your calendars for our 
Fall Play Day on the 25th at Diamond Bar Arena in Ceres (please see the 
flyer for more info). Looking ahead to November 1st, our group will also 
be helping with the Annual Client Seminar at Sweet River Equine Clinic in 
Modesto (please see the flyer for more info). And I'm excited to share 
that we've officially set the date for our Annual Winter Round-Up, 
January 10, 2026, in Hilmar. More details will come soon, but it's never 
too early to start looking forward to one of our favorite tradi�ons.
On a more serious note, the devasta�ng wildfire in Chinese Camp has 
weighed heavy on many of our hearts. It's an important reminder of 
how quickly life can change. For those living in fire-prone areas, I 
encourage you to create defensible space around your homes and 
proper�es. Taking simple precau�ons can make a difference when it 
ma�ers most.
Lastly, I want to touch on something bigger than all of us. Our country 
con�nues to face division, nega�vity, and violence — but I believe 
deeply that what we need most right now is unity. Kindness, amongst 
other posi�ve behavior is powerful, and each of us has the ability to 
share this daily. Let's do our part to spread light, not hate. As the saying 
goes, “In a world where you can be anything, be kind.”
I also want to express my gra�tude to everyone who has supported me 
in becoming President of our unit. I truly had no idea what 
I was walking into, and I know I have some big shoes to fill. 
I am constantly reminded of how many in this unit have always 
believed in me, when I have not always believed in myself. 
Thank you all so very much for your constant encouragement.
With gra�tude, 
Barbara Riner

 President's Message
By Barbara Baglione-Riner



Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE 
APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com
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subject line of your email message and send to mvmonthly@gmail.com.
The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or hold over late submissions.

Vicki Morales, Kathy Zumbrunn
and Gail Jamieson

Editorial Team

Janet@inprint1.com
Layout and printing by Inprint Printing Co.

Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $35

   

Crew necks   $30 T-Shirts   $20

 

Zipped Hoodies  $40 Aprons  $20 Caps  $20

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Stephanie Sto� at 

Phone (209) - 402-4417  Email: HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

2023

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
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Diane Chaulklin
Kathie Danicourt
Tim and Terri Holveck
Bill and Laura Jennings
Jennifer La�a and Harry Strawbridge 

Karen Hurley
Steve and Margo Li�le
Frank and Teresa Locatelli

Sco� and Debra Lewis
Alan Serpa
Royce Spears
Bill Thomas

mailto:hayloftpigeon@aol.com


By Crystal Dalby

Quote of the Month
By Kathy Zumbrunn

Quote of the Month
Riding: The art of keeping a horse between you and the ground.
—Anonymous—   From the book “The Quotable Horse Lover”

PAGE 3

Gary Bogner, an associate member from Cloverdale, had an accident while 
ge�ng ready for a pack trip.  He has recovered. 

Thoughts and prayers go out to these and all others that may not have go�en to 
me.  If you need some sunshine sent your way. Let me know.  I would like to hear 
the good also! New baby? Got married? New Job? Please let me know! Text is the 
best way! But you may get a hold of me any way you need!
Crystal Dalby
(209) 968.0483
Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.

Upcoming Peoria Ride
By Jim Westmoreland

Hello all you trail riders!
I have scheduled a unit trail ride on September 27 at 9:30 a.m. We will meet at the Peoria Flat Trailhead by 
New Melones Reservoir. The ride will be about 2 1/2 hours long, and we will eat lunch back at the trailhead.  
Bring your own lunch. Call or text if you have any ques�ons. Thanks, Jim Westmoreland, Rides Chairman.  
(209) 815-3125

A NOTE FROM THE NEWSLETTER STAFF
BY Kathy Zumbrunn

First of all, I'd like to thank our commi�ee members who send in their ar�cles each month. We appreciate 
ge�ng them in by the deadline. But I would like to ask all our other members to think about sending in ar�cles. 
It is not our job as the newsle�er staff to “do” the newsle�er.
Our job is to proofread, put the newsle�er together and get it sent out in an orderly and speedy fashion. We 
need your help in filling up that newsle�er.
I know we always have the events and work projects to put in the newsle�er, but we also appreciate ar�cles on 
things our members are doing. Things like: rides you have been on with friends, recipes (we all like to try new 
ones!), lessons learned (we all have learned something by being around horses, mules, cows, etc.), even a funny 
story. Anything that you think the rest of us might enjoy, as long as it is related to who we are and what we do! 
There are many of you who could contribute to the newsle�er to make it interes�ng and a much easier for us to 
put together a great newsle�er for our membership.
You can send your ar�cles to either the mvmonthly@gmail.com or directly to me at runningzranch@gmail.com 
and just say you would like to submit an ar�cle to the newsle�er.
We would really appreciate any and all the help you can give. And…if you, or anyone you know, is not receiving 
the monthly newsle�er (by email or snail mail)
PLEASE CONTACT ME AT THE ABOVE EMAIL ADDRESS (or phone (209) 765-4923) OR
DAN PRINE: dyprine@aol.com or text him at (209) 485-0844. We want you to receive this
informa�ve newsle�er every month.
Thank you.
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Huge Estate Sale - September 25, 26 & 27
Home of Royce Spears

16631 Atencio Ct
Sonora, CA

(208) 201-2331

Must sell my collec�on of over 60 years of living here!  I have almost everything you could want or need!  Lots 
of Western things: art, saddles, tack, packing gear, furniture.  Have gun racks, outboard motors, tractors, tools, 

a house full of furniture and things. Come to the sale or give me a call and come see!

By Terri Arington

Gree�ngs Mid Valley Dutch oven chefs…. On behalf of the 

Tuolumne County Farm Bureau, I would like to send out 

a HUGE thank you to all who volunteered their �me and 

talents to provide their delicious desserts at our Annual 

BBQ and Auc�on Fundraiser at Hurst Ranch.   Every year 

you seem to exceed the previous one!  We hear nothing 

but posi�ve feedback around town and empty Dutch 

ovens prove that…. YUMMY, YUMMY!   Your desserts are 

a major reason for our con�nued success year a�er year.  

And this year we couldn't have had be�er weather, 

probably the first �me ever that it was below 100 degrees!

Your enthusiasm and generosity are much appreciated. 

You are amazing!

Thanks from everyone at Farm Bureau.   

Editor's note: We apologize to Terri Arington and the 

membership, for the delay in publishing this submission to 

the newsle�er.  It was missed due to human error.

Thank You, Mid Valley Unit Dutch Oven Chefs!

BCHC Rendezvous 2026
By Lloyd Erlandson

This is a follow-up to my note in last month's newsle�er.  Rendezvous 2026 will be at Diamond Bar in Ceres.  
Mid Valley is the lead unit on the affair. We will be having our first mee�ng on September 23, 2025, at Perko's in 
Riverbank at 6 p.m.  We will meet in our usual mee�ng room in Perko's and have a lively discussion on all aspects of 
the Rendezvous. All are welcome to come and bring input and a willingness to be a part of this project.
Our theme next year will be “VOLUNTEERISM IS THE BACKBONE OF OPEN TRAILS”, so we will be highligh�ng our 
involvement and celebra�ng all the work that we do.
We have many jobs to fill, so come and be a part of a fun �me pu�ng on this event. Ques�ons, 
call Lloyd Erlandson at (209) 761-3942.
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Fall Play Day
By Stephanie Sto�

I'm so excited for our next Play Day at Diamond Bar Arena on Saturday, October 25th!  Be ready to start the games by 9 a.m. Dress 
up yourself and your horse for a best costume prize. There will be prizes for all the Play Day games as well. The games will be fun and 
safe for all ages as well as super entertaining for spectators. We will be playing musical chairs (horse and hula hoop on the ground 
style), egg and spoon race and the Dolly Parton race. Oh, but that's not all the games! We want to keep you surprised and guessing. 
A�er the games we will be having a Dutch oven potluck lunch. Side dishes, such as salads and whatnot, are welcome as well. Let's 
just make this a great lunch for everyone to enjoy during our awards ceremony.

If you would like to a�end but are not planning on riding, we can use help with the games and judging as well. If you would like to 
help and to RSVP for the Play Day, please call or text 
Stephanie at (209) 402-4417.

Ingredients
· 1-2 cans Comstock pie filling, any flavor(s)
· 1 can, 12 oz club soda (for lower sugar content) or any flavor soda (e.g. lemon/lime)
· 1 dry Duncan Hines cake mix (white, chocolate, yellow)

· Check ingredients of Duncan Hines flavor to be sure it is Vegan/Plant-based
· Op�onal:  

· ½ cup Chocolate chips

Instruc�ons
Start approximately 20-24 charcoal brique�es, un�l brique�es show ash on the corners. 
Place the covered Dutch Oven (with a liner) on the coals, placing 4-5 brique�es on the lid
Heat for 5 to 10 mins un�l the Dutch oven is hot.
Once the Dutch oven is hot…
In a bowl add the soda.
Add cake mix and s�r well. 
Remove the Dutch oven lid 
Add 1-2 cans of pie filling, using a long handle spoon (best method for safety) s�r the filling to coat the 
bo�om. 
Pour cake mixture over pie filling. 
Cover the Dutch oven and add 8-10 hot coals to the top of the cover.
Place the Dutch oven over 8-10 coal to heat the bo�om
NOTE: The instruc�ons on the Duncan Hines box, for cooking �mes, are approximate and can be used as a 
guideline, but check a�er 20 minutes 
Cook/bake for approximately 20 minutes, then carefully take a peek under the lid, for lighter cakes 
(white/yellow) it should be golden brown or for chocolate cakes a toothpick/knife should come out clean, 
if not cook/bake and addi�onal 5 minutes, re-check, repeat as needed un�l done.
Serve immediately or remove the lid (leaving the lid on will create a soggy cake top) and let it cool for 
serving later.

Fruit at the Bo�om Dutch Oven Cake/Cobbler
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Horse Camping with Friends
By Gail Jamieson

I love to go horse camping. The planning, preparing food, packing up, checking the list mul�ple �mes is difficult, but necessary. I 

don't like that part. Once I'm on the road, pulling the trailer with Jet and all my stuff, my mind reviews the checklist and focuses on 

the des�na�on.

This trip was to Pine Valley Horse Camp, which has its own small list of difficul�es to overcome. Before leaving I called Aspen 

Meadow Pack Sta�on for informa�on on the road condi�on into the horse camp and how smoky it might be up there. I was told 

the road was bumpy gravel, then dirt, as usual, and the skies were beau�ful blue.

It took 3 hours 15 minutes to reach Pine Valley Horse Camp. I was the only one there. I turned off the truck, set up the highline. 

With Jet out of the trailer, I proceeded to turn my huge trailer around. Vicki Morales arrived about then. Together we made a plan. 

She pulled in behind the big boulder to park facing out on the other side. She unloaded her horse, Rain, then helped me back into 

the spot I wanted, on the water trough side of the boulder. Whew! John Marshall arrived around 7 p.m. He backed into his spot and 

set up camp.

In the morning, there was no smoke, beau�ful blue skies, and not too cold. Hundreds of relentless Yellow Jackets hovered around 

me, tack, equipment, picnic tables! John and his dog, Chance, worked on unplugging the drain for the water trough. We ate 

breakfast inside our trailers, saddled up and headed out to explore the trails to Mud Lake from the Bell Meadow Trail. At Mud Lake 

we made a loop back to camp on the Pine Valley Trail. The trail is dusty, the smaller streams are dry, and many trees are down. We 

were out for 3 ½ hours, including an hour snack break in the grassy meadow that is Mud Lake. My GPS shows we went 6.27 miles 

with 800 feet of eleva�on gain. It was a beau�ful ride. John's dog, Chance, enjoyed chasing the squirrels. Back at camp, we took 

care of the horses, talked, ate inside trailers. As the sun went down, we moved outside and discussed plans for the morning's ride 

to Lily Lake.

The second morning was a bit colder, s�ll no smoke, no rain. The Yellow Jackets ignored fly spray and were hovering all over me and 

my tack as I saddled up Jet. I took off my gloves to put the saddle bags on, then put my gloves back on to con�nue ge�ng ready. 

Ouch! The Yellow Jackets were in my gloves. I had about eight bites all over one hand and one s�nger was s�ll in my finger. I took 

an an�histamine before we rode out and was fine.

The trail we took was an adventure from the beginning, as we were going the way John remembered from over four years ago. 

John was riding Grace, ponying Honey. Chance was with us. Vicki was riding Rain and I was on Jet. We took a trail from the end of 

the camp road toward the Bell Meadow Trail. It is between the Ridge Trail and Bell Meadow. The trail is very technical and 

disappeared o�en. All I can say is that John has a great memory. The cows on the Bell Meadow Trail were not a problem. At the Bell 

Meadow Trailhead we took the Forest Service road a couple of miles to a gate that John remembered (and my GPS confirmed) took 

us to Lily Lake. We had gone about five miles when we stopped for lunch at Lily Lake, which was more like a marshy meadow. John's 

memory was that the trail con�nued around Lily Lake, bring us back to Bell Meadow on the “other side”, then on back to camp. 

That was the plan. My GPS map did not show a trail, but we were exploring! We followed a nice trail that went part way around Lily 

Lake, then ended in a pile of downed trees, branches and granite cliffs. A�er some searching, we all decided it was best to double 

back to the entry gate. Once on the FS road, Vicki remembers a trail that follows the base of the granite cliffs that will take us back 

to camp. So, off we go exploring again. We found a beau�ful, well-defined trail. This trail suddenly ended on the granite cliffs and 

a�er checking all direc�ons, we doubled back to where the trail was lost. We searched through piles of downed trees, branches 

and found nothing. Using my GPS we reached Bell Creek, crossed and ended up at a barbed wire fence in front, granite on one side 

and the creek on the other side. Again, we had to double back to where we le� the FS road. We took the road to Bell Meadow 

Trailhead. From there, back to camp was a clear trail two miles long. Over six hours, we traveled about 13 miles that day. We sat in 

camp that evening with smiles on our faces, content to just be there. 

During this trip we laughed, we groaned, we complained, we were content. We were three friends and their animals enjoying �me 

in the backcountry. We communicated with each other at each change in circumstance along the way. We respected each other's 

opinion. I have to say again, I love horse camping! 
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2025 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

2025 OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
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Past President, David Rumsey Spring Campout, Pack Team  

(209) 532-2681                         davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Vice President, Kaitlyn Rumsey** Membership Chair,
Winter  Round-Up

Stephanie Sto�* Facebook, Merchandise
(209) 402-4417                         HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales**  Newsle�er, State Board Director
(209) 404-0561                         vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King* Alternate State Board Director
(209) 606-8323                          mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Barbara Riner** Winter Round-Up

Saw Program Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Dave Moser
(209) 404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry* Volunteer Service Projects, Spring Campout
Pack Team

(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Newsle�er - Gail Jamieson and Kathy Zumbrunn
(209) 765-4923                         runningzranch@gmail.com
(209) 918-8869                         gail.sunshine@gmail.com

Photograher - Aida Nunes 

(209) 620-1759                         aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Crystal Dalby** Sunshine, Volunteer Hours

Webmaster - Eileen Forte

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide* Website
(209) 602-1489                         bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Garre� Dollarhide** Educa�on, Kennedy Meadows General
Mee�ng, State Board Director
(209) 804-8385                         chance2011.gd.gd@gmail.com

Doug Dollarhide** Youth Ac�vi�es, Youth Horse Camp,
State Board Director, Pack Team
(209) 605-2403                         bootsandspur@a�.net 

 Email only newsle�er, Email blasts - Dan Prine
(209) 485-0844                         dyprine@aol.com

Vicki Whisler* Dutch Oven Group  
(209) 480-0566                         vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net

 Jim Westmoreland** Peoria Flat Project Chair, Rides
(209) 815-3125                          jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

September 2025 

23) Rendezvous Mee�ng, 6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Lloyd Erlandson    (209) 761-3942

27) Ride at Peoria, 9:30 a.m.
Peoria Flat Trailhead
Contact: Jim Westmorland    (209) 815-3125

October 2025 

3) State Board mee�ng 
Perry’s in Hilmar
Contact: Lloyd Erlandson     (209) 761-3942

14) Board Mee�ng  6:30 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

25) Fall Play Day at Diamond Bar
Contact: Stephanie Sto�   (209) 402-4417

November 2025 

1) Educa�on Day at Sweet River Equine Clinic
Contact Office: (209) 524-9191

1) Dutch oven desserts and packing demonstra�on
at Sweet River Veterinary Hospital. Seminars all day
for a fee. More informa�on later.

8) Intercollegiate Packing at Fresno State U,
clinic, career, contest
Contact: Carl Perry (209) 321-5410

11) Board Mee�ng  6:30 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.co

(209) 402-4473                      rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

(209) 768-5732             kaitlynnrumsey@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson* — Insurance 
(209) 761-3942                         lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

(209) 968-0483                             crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com

STATE BOARD DIRECTORS

Doug Dollarhide, Garre� Dollarhide, Vicki Morales,
Michael King - alternate

 Columbia All Equestrian Parade, Barbara Savery
(209) 743-3580                        bjsavery@a�.net

Unit Trailer - Larry Souza
(209) 613-8293  

Dennis Serpa* Public Lands 
(209) 531-5175                          dmserpa@velociter.net  

SAVE THE DATE
Jan 10 Winter Round-Up 

Volume 38, Issue 9 September  2025

mailto:mvmonthly@gmail.com
mailto:lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com
mailto:rinerbarbara97@gmail.com
mailto:rinerbarbara97@gmail.com


PAGE 11

Volume 38, Issue 9 September  2025




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

