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Happy March everyone!

I hope everyone is having a great month so far. The 

weather definitely makes it feel like Spring now. I am not 

looking forward to the hot weather, but I do love 

spring�me,  and it is right around the corner! Our unit 

has had various ac�vi�es happening over the past month 

such as trail rides, event planning, and Dutch oven 

cooking. As our unit gears up to host this year's annual 

Rendezvous, I am looking forward to a great weekend of 

demonstra�ons, educa�onal talks, good food, shopping, 

and catching up with fellow members from across the 

state. We have plenty to look forward to as far as events 

go.

Here is an update on my busy life: I am s�ll going to 

college full �me, working part �me at Sweet River, and I 

just began a part-�me internship, and of course 

maintaining my regular mom and wifely du�es. I am 

incredibly grateful I have such a fantas�c support system, 

it would not be possible without them. Our youngest 

son, Aus�n, turned three at the end of February and had 

the best �me at his birthday party. Brantley also just 

began his baseball season, and he is doing well and has 

an awesome team. Li�le brother Aus�n is trying his best 

to keep up with big brother and has been prac�cing his 

throws and swings. Brantley is really enjoying horseback 

riding lessons as well and hopefully we can get him 

compe�ng at Bishop Mule Days next year.

Over the past several months, several members of our 

unit have been hard at work  preparing for Rendezvous 

and I would like to give them a big shoutout and express 

my apprecia�on for all their hard work and dedica�on 

not only to our unit, but throughout the state. It truly 

takes a village, as they say. We really do have a great unit. 

Thank you everyone for all that you do!

All the best,

Barbara Riner

 President's Message
By Barbara Baglione-Riner



Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO: BCHC 

And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com
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subject line of your email message and send to mvmonthly@gmail.com.
The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or hold over late submissions.

Kathy Zumbrunn
and Gail Jamieson

Editorial Team

Janet@inprint1.com
Layout and printing by Inprint Printing Co.

Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $35

   

Crew necks   $30 T-Shirts   $20

 

Zipped Hoodies  $40 Aprons  $20 Caps  $20

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Stephanie Sto� at 

Phone (209) - 402-4417  Email: HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

2023

MARCH APRIL

Craig Fish
James Huggins
Seth and Jennifer Lacy
Nancy Lowery
Michael and Anne McFarlin
Tom and Teresa McGonigle
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Evelyn Bell & Robert Pimentel
Kurt Billingsley
Gary and Pam Bogner
DeAnn Edwards

Nanne�e Hatch
Jennifer Hulak
Jennifer Marshall
Emily Ryslinge

Van E. Pender
Dan Prine Family
Kelly Rowell
Tia Sale�a & Robert Stanford
Robert & Karen Sayers

mailto:hayloftpigeon@aol.com


By Crystal Dalby

Quote of the Month
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Carole Ellis, Carlena Kellogg's Mother has been diagnosed with cancer. She needs 
our prayers as she ba�les this horrible disease.
Marlene Fultz fell off her horse and Recover quickly  dislocated her shoulder.  
Marlene!
We send Sunshine to all others who may not have reached out to me. If you need 
some sunshine sent your way, let me
know. I would like to hear the good also! New baby? Got married? New Job? 
Please let me know! Text is the best
way! But you may get a hold of me any way you need!

Crystal Dalby
(209) 968-0483
Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.

 

By Gail Jamieson

“The lack of prepara�on incites fear and anxiety.  

Over prepara�on results in complacency and resentment.  

The appropriate amount of prepara�on results in 

confidence and relaxa�on.  

The responsibility of the rider is to determine the necessary 

amount of prepara�on required to enhance the confidence of the horse.”

From: A Drink of Water - Quotes by Jim Hicks

Our Thanks To Vicki
By Kathy Zumbrunn and Gail Jamieson

As of this newsle�er, Vicki Morales is now officially re�red from the Mid Valley 
Monthly Newsle�er Staff.  She put in her years and decided she’d had enough.  
So, Gail and I would like to say “Thank You Vicki” for all the help with the newsle�er.  

The job of newsle�er edi�ng is not a hard job, but it can be frustra�ng at �mes.  Ge�ng it proofed, put 
together in newsle�er form with Janet (our printer) and then ge�ng it ready to be mailed takes �me.  But it 
is always rewarding when it is finished and we send out a nice newsle�er.  It is full of informa�on and fun 
events our Mid Valley Unit has done and are planned.

If anyone out there would like to become a newsle�er staff member, please contact me.  It would be nice to 
have a third person to share the du�es. Send me, Kathy Zumbrunn, either a text (209) 765-4923 or email: 
runningzranch@gmail.com.
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April 25, 2026, Meet and Greet

By Michael King

Hello Mid Valley Members.

This is just a reminder to everyone about an upcoming Mid Valley Unit event that is 

absolutely sure to please our membership.

As I shared last month, Mid Valley Unit is planning to hold a repeat of last year's highly 

acclaimed and well a�ended Dutch oven event called 'Meet and Greet'.  There, older and 

newer members will have an opportunity to meet and visit with each other in a relaxing and 

beau�ful se�ng. 

Although we are primarily mee�ng with each other, we will also have a banner on display 

invi�ng the public-at-large to stop by, sample some of the food dishes and see what we are 

all about.

Our Dutch oven cooks will prepare, cook and share some of our favorite Dutch oven dishes.  

If you are new to Dutch oven cooking and would like to give it a try, there will be tons of 

talent there to coach and draw inspira�on from.   A�er our lunch, which will include some of 

the recrea�on area staff, we are an�cipa�ng they will give a talk, on a subject of their 

choosing, about the recrea�on area and/or their du�es. 

Last year the day was just perfect with warm sunny weather, green grass and flowers growing 

all around, and we an�cipate the same this year.

As you come down the road to Knights Ferry, look to the right as you approach the river.  

Beginning about 9:00 a.m., our Mid Valley cook trailer will be on site to alert you to our 

loca�on.  It is easily visible from the road.

Mark your calendars and start now to find that perfect recipe for your dish.  We hope many, 

many of our members will a�end.  If you missed it last year, you don't want to miss it again!
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Cal Poly Packing Clinic and 

Compe��on
By Carl Perry

On March 7, the morning started at the very early 
�me of 2:30 a.m. That was the �me my dogs 
started throwing a fit at something outside. I 
immediately jumped out of bed, threw some 
clothes on and went outside only to find Cody 
Andrews wishing me a good morning. I couldn't 
imagine what he was doing here so early. I asked 
him why he was so early and he told me that I told 
him to be here at 2:00 a.m. and he apologized for 
being 30 minutes late. It was all a big 
misunderstanding. I gave him a blanket and had him 
get some more sleep on our couch. At 4:00 a.m. the 
alarm on my phone went off and the day started 
again.
The Mid Valley Unit sponsored Bishop pack team 
(Modesto JC) consists of four team members: Cody 
Andrews, Cheyenne Mason, Jesse Freitas and Alex 
Moore. Coach Doug Dollarhide drove a vehicle and I 
drove another. Coach Kaitlyn Rumsey went to Cal 
Poly with Dave and Jody Rumsey. Dave and John 
Raedy provided and cooked a hot lunch for all the 
par�cipants and coaches. A well-deserved thank 
you to the Rumsey family and John for all their 
dedica�on to the interscholas�c students. A 
personal thank you from me also.
We le� Hilmar at 4:45 a.m. bound for Cal Poly. We 
arrived at 8:45 a.m. just in �me to sign up at the 
registra�on table.  The event started promptly at 
9:00 a.m.  Lee Roeser and Michael Morse presented 
a lengthy demonstra�on about packing different 
loads. There was only a short �me to prac�ce tying 
knots. Lunch was served and the compe��ons 
started at 1:00 p.m.
As usual the Cal Poly and Reedly teams pre�y much 
dominated the events. There were a few sneakers 
in there as Cody and Cheyenne slithered their way 
to the top two in the Diamond Hitch Compe��on.
We le� a�er the awards which ended at 5:30 p.m. 
Wow what a day! Around 10:00 p.m. we arrived 
back home.  We racked up a whole bunch of 
educa�onal hours for Mid Valley.  It was quite an 
educa�on for our students. Next stop: Bishop, 
California.  We will be ready!
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March 2, 2026

Dear Backcountry Horsemen, Mid-Valley Unit,

On behalf of everyone involved with the 2026 Tuolumne County Polar Plunge for Special Olympics, we 
would like to extend our hear�elt thanks for your incredible support.
Your par�cipa�on in this year’s event truly made a difference. The delicious cast iron–cooked desserts you 
provided were a huge hit with par�cipants, volunteers, and spectators alike! On a chilly Polar Plunge Day, 
those warm, homemade treats brought smiles, comfort, and a wonderful sense of community to everyone 
in a�endance.
Events like the Polar Plunge are only possible because of generous and dedicated community partners like 
Backcountry Horsemen. Your con�nued commitment to suppor�ng Special Olympics athletes and helping 
make this event a success is deeply appreciated.
We are so grateful for your partnership and look forward to working together again next year.
Thank you for helping us create such a memorable and impac�ul day!
With sincere apprecia�on,

Sports Manager, Special Olympics Northern California
559-593-7651
Debif@sonc.org
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Dutch Oven Report 
By Jerrie Thomas, Larry's Secretary!

   
Howdy.  Here's an update on the Dutch Oven Polar Plunge.  Their new venue was at Moccasin Point Marina, 
and it was very nice.  They plan to have it there again next year.
We had a lot of wonderful cooks: Vicki Morales, Michael King, Gail Jamieson, Sandy and Barbara Newsome, 
Maggie Stein, Megan Van Hoogmoed and me.
We did a li�le something different this year in the way we served.  We had our dishes done early, then we 
took them inside the trailer and dished them out into li�le dishes and served them on a table outside of the 
trailer.  As the desserts ran out, we replenished with more.  That worked out great and everybody liked it.  So, 
look forward to next March for the polar plunge again!  It's a great event.

Our next Dutch Oven Gathering (DOG) will be the Meet and Greet at Knights Ferry Recrea�on Area.  Mark 
your calendar for April 25.  This is a great chance to improve your cooking skills.  Come and try your recipes 
you have wanted to try, or just come and learn, visit and eat!

Also, our Mid Valley trailer will be at the Rendezvous at Diamond Bar Arena 
on March 20 - 21, so come on over and check us out.  We will be over by where 
the Dutch Oven Cooking Compe��on is being held Friday, March 20.

We hope to see y'all soon.
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7 CAN CHICKEN TACO SOUP

Ingredients

1 can (15 ounces) black beans, drained and rinsed• 

1 can (15 ounces) pinto beans, drained and rinsed• 

1 can (14.5 ounces) pe�te diced tomatoes• 

1 can (15 ounces) sweet corn, drained• 

1 can (12.5 ounces) chicken breast*, drained & flaked (or about 2½ cups cooked/shredded • 

chicken)

1 can (28 ounces) green enchilada sauce• 

1 can (14 ounces) chicken broth• 

1 packet (2 tablespoons) taco seasoning• 

 teaspoon cumin• ½

 teaspoon chili powder• ½

 teaspoon garlic powder• ½

Topping

1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded• 

limes, for garnish• 

tor�lla chips, for serving• 

Instruc�ons

Combine all the ingredients into a large pot and bring to a boil over medium-high heat.• 

Lower the heat and let simmer for 20-25 minutes. Serve warm with lime wedges, shredded • 

cheese, and tor�lla chips.

(From www.iamhomesteader.com)

BCHC RENDEZVOUS REMINDER
By Kathy Zumbrunn

DON'T FORGET! BCHC RENDEZVOUS IS THIS WEEKEND - MARCH 20 - 21.  BE SURE TO COME ON DOWN 
AND SEE WHAT IS GOING ON!
HELP SUPPORT BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA.
FREE ADMISSION - VENDORS - EDUCATIONAL CLASSES - PACKING COMPETITIONS AND BLM HORSES AND 
BURROS FOR ADOPTION!  LOCATION: DIAMOND BAR ARENA, CERES
SEE YOU THERE!
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Maxine the Mule's Birthday Party
By Jerrie Thomas

We celebrated Maxine turning 30 years old on March 1, 2026. There were about 50 people in a�endance. 
Maxine enjoyed being the center of a�en�on and especially enjoyed her two slices of Carrot Cake.  Guests 
brought gi�s of treats for the rest of the year.
It all started with Al and Pat Bap�sta insis�ng we give her a birthday party. We have been having them since 
her 1st birthday.  We celebrated Maxine's birthday every year un�l she was five, then, every five years.  Now 
to explain a li�le why we did this. Really? I'm not sure why.  People kept asking when we were going to have a 
birthday party for her, so it just kept going and going. 
Now a li�le history on Maxine.  When she was born, March 1, 1996, Bob and I imprinted her.  When she was 
two weeks old, she was a star at the BCHC Rendezvous in Turlock in 1996.  She was carefully watched by Dr. 
Craig Brooks.  Her first big trip was to Bishop Mule Days in May, then she went to Nevada to visit some friends 
and had a wonderful �me running across the desert, then onto the Winnemucca Mule Show. The next four 
years I spent all my �me with her, and I trained her myself.  During that �me, she did a lot of traveling. I then 
started training her to drive.  That was my goal, and I think it is her favorite.  She has done packing, trail riding, 
and I packed her in the back country.  She was shown in packing classes, pleasure, trail classes, and any other 
classes that were offered, including some dressage.  She has been in Tournament of Roses Parade four �mes. 
She has been across the United States at least two �mes. I've shown her in Shelbyville, Tennessee in driving 
and trail classes and she won. She's also shown in Indiana, Ohio, Texas, and Missouri.  She's been to Niagara 
Falls, in New York, not for showing, but because we wanted to see Niagara Falls.  Now she is my sweet pet and 
I love her dearly.  She is my pride and joy.

CPR Class
By Doug Dollarhide

Howdy members,

Saturday, February 28 we held a CPR/First Aid class at our home in Escalon. The purpose 

of the class was to fulfill the Sawyer Cer�fica�on for all of our saw people. John Andrews 

was so kind to teach us about what we need to know, from chest compressions to tourniquets, 

broken limbs, bandages, and so on. John's son Cody, who has been on the MJC pack team, was present to 

help. Those who came to the class were:  Lee Owning, Michael King, Carlena Kellogg, Steve, Dave Moser, Dave 

Fisher, Jim Westmoreland, and myself. It was a good �me of learning and discussion for all. Thanks for the 

cookies, Dave!
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2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

2026 OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
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Vice President, Kaitlyn Rumsey* Membership Chair,
Winter  Round-Up

Stephanie Sto�** Facebook, Merchandise
(209) 402-4417                         HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales*  State Board Director
(209) 404-0561                         vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King** State Board Director
(209) 606-8323                          mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Barbara Riner* Winter Round-Up

Saw Program Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Dave Moser
(209) 404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry** Volunteer Service Projects, Spring Campout
Pack Team

(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Newsle�er - Gail Jamieson and Kathy Zumbrunn
(209) 765-4923                         runningzranch@gmail.com
(209) 918-8869                         gail.sunshine@gmail.com

Photograher - Aida Nunes 

(209) 620-1759                         aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Crystal Dalby* Sunshine, Volunteer Hours

Webmaster - Eileen Forte

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide** Website
(209) 602-1489                         bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Garre� Dollarhide* Educa�on, Kennedy Meadows 
General Mee�ng
(209) 804-8385                         chance2011.gd.gd@gmail.com

Doug Dollarhide* Youth Ac�vi�es, Youth Horse Camp,
Pack Team
(209) 605-2403                         bootsandspur@a�.net 

 Email only newsle�er, Email blasts - Gail Jamieson
(209) 918-8869                         bchcmidvalleynews@gmail.com

 Jim Westmoreland* Peoria Flat Project Chair, Rides
(209) 815-3125                          jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

March 2026 

20-22) Rendezvous at Diamond Bar Arena

April 2026 

10 & 11) Ride and campout at Dinosaur Point

11) Oakdale Parade
Contact: Carlena Kellogg (209) 505-0122

14) Board Mee�ng  6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

25) Meet and Greet at Knights Ferry
see ar�cle in this newsle�er for more informa�on 

May 2026

7) A work party at Peoria Flat
Contact: Jim Westmoreland
(209) 815-3125     jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

12) Board Mee�ng  6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

16) Ride at Peoria Flat
Contact: Jim Westmoreland
(209) 815-3125     jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

June 2026

9) Board Mee�ng  6:00 p.m.
Perko's, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Barbara Riner  
(209) 402-4473  rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE:

October 10)BCHC State Board Mee�ng
Carl & Julie Perry's, Hilmar
Contact: Carl (209) 321-5410

(209) 402-4473                      rinerbarbara97@gmail.com

(209) 768-5732             kaitlynnrumsey@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson** — Insurance, State Board Director 
(209) 761-3942                         lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

(209) 968-0483                             crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com

STATE BOARD DIRECTORS
Lloyd Erlandson, Michael King, Vicki Morales,
Denis Serpa - alternate

 Columbia All Equestrian Parade, Barbara Savery
(209) 743-3580                        bjsavery@a�.net

Dutch Oven, Unit Trailer - Larry Souza
(209) 613-8293  

Dennis Serpa** Public Lands, Alternate State Board Director 
(209) 531-5175                          dmserpa@velociter.net  

Board mee�ng �me change 
to 6:00 because of the winter hours of Perko's. 

John Marshall** 
(209) 968-3826       

 Parades, Carlena Kellogg
(209) 505-0122                     ladyroughrider1@yahoo.com
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