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By David Rumsey

Howdy everyone,

I would like to introduce myself for those whom 

might not know me. I am David Rumsey and I 

happen to be the new president of our unit. I am a 

bit nervous about my new job as president as I 

have some mighty big boots to fill.  Others have 

done an outstanding job of leading our unit in the 

past. Seems like the first mee�ng is always a bit of 

a challenge, some�mes more than less. I look 

forward to serving as your president as I consider 

this to be an honor and privilege to be able to lead 

our unit for the next year. Speaking of leading our 

unit, it is the voice of our members that should be 

leading this unit. It is important to realize and 

remember that the membership should be 

guiding the board on how they would like to see 

this organiza�on grow and develop. Without 

hearing the voice of the membership, our board 

will con�nue to make the decisions necessary to 

keep it going to the best of their ability. Do not 

misunderstand what I am saying, our current and 

past board members have and will con�nue to do 

an outstanding job running our unit. What I am 

saying is that with 300+ members in our unit, we 

would like to hear from you, both good and bad, 

so we can try to make changes on how we do 

things within our unit. So please show up to our 

monthly mee�ngs and let us know what you're 

thinking. If we do not hear from our members, we 

do not know.

Dave Rumsey on a pack trip

I am really, really looking forward to ge�ng past 

these knees aching a�er my double knee 

replacement, not sure doubling down was the 

best decision I ever made. My hat's off to Jim, as 

he got back in the saddle a�er twelve weeks. Not 

sure if I can pull that one off, but I am only at ten 

weeks now.

I've included a photo of one of the pack trips with 

Carl, Julie, Cody and Bree.  Looking forward to 

many more.

Thank you, 

David
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Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE 
APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com

FEBRUARY

DeAnn Edwards
Brenda McKay
Ron and Dianne Stearns
Cathy Su�les and Brent Kone
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MARCH

Gail Al�eri
Steve and Brenda Bauhr
Ellen Bridges
Sco� and Deborah Brown
Dawn Dochow
Dan and Pam Fogg
Cliff and Gina Francis

Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $25

   

Crew necks   $20 T-Shirts   $10

 

Zipped Hoodies  $35 Aprons  $10 Caps  $15

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Stephanie Sto� at 

Phone (209) - 402-4417  Email: HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Mark and Sandra Gebo
Diane Gomes
Erin Greysen
James Huggins
Bob and Kris�na Jarvis
Terry Lewallen
Tom and Teresa McGonigle

Sandy and Barbara Newsome
Van Pender
Carl and Julie Perry
Dan and Abegail Prine
Barbara Savery
John Schaapman
Robert and Debra Walker
Vicki Whisler

mailto:hayloftpigeon@aol.com


By Crystal Dalby

This month we have had a number of members in need of a li�le 
sunshine. 

Terri Arington has been dealing with scia�c nerve pain.  
Jennifer Lacy has also been dealing with scia�c nerve pain.
We send our prayers and well wishes in hopes that their pain subsides 
and they will both be on the healing path. 
 
Roy Jones, who is a board member, has been in the hospital since 

thJanuary 30 .  He had an infec�on in his leg, in which rods had been 
replaced due to a previous infec�on. He had one surgery already to 
replace rods again and clear out the infec�on.  He s�ll must have a 
couple more surgical procedures to get him back on his feet. He has 
another surgery scheduled February 14 (What a Valen�ne's Day).  He 
needs all our prayers and well wishes that these surgeries are successful, 
and he will heal completely and make a quick recovery. 
 
Mary Beth Baglione had her right hip replacement revision at Stanford on 
February 12th. Surgery went well and she is on her way to recovery. Get 
well soon!
 
Carlena Kellogg's mother, Carole Ellis, went into the hospital February 
13th. Sending prayers and well wishes to Carole and her family. 
 
Again, we send posi�ve thoughts and prayers to these and all others that 
may not have go�en to me.  If you need some sunshine sent your way, 
please let me know.  I would like to hear the good also! New baby? Got 
married? New Job? Please let me know! Text is the best way! But you 
may get a hold of me any way you need!
Crystal Dalby
(209) 968-0483
Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com

Quote of the Month

“When I hear somebody talk about a horse or a cow being stupid, 

I figure it's a sure sign that animal has ou�oxed them.”

Tom Dorance from The Quotable Horse Lover.
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Dutch Oven Report
 By Vicki Whisler 

Not sure if it is s�ll winter or if spring is here. Almond trees are blooming and a lot of my outdoor 

flowers are also, but every �me we get a few days of sunshine, then we get more rain. Then again, we 

need it!
Nothing new.  Don't forget the Polar Plunge at the south shore of Lake Tulloch on February 24th. It is to 
Benefit the Special Olympians of Tuolumne County. The event begins at 10:00 a.m. So far 17 teams have 
signed up and a total of 114 people. We are cooking desserts only!  I would like to know who will 
be there so I know what supplies will be needed! 

Then the Rendezvous is on March 22 - 23rd. Dutch Oven compe��ons for everyone! 
Call or text for more informa�on or to schedule a DOG. (209) 480-0566
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Bishop Mule Days Celebra�on- Memorial Weekend
By Carl Perry

The Mid Valley BCH Unit is looking for two intercollegiate students that would like to share in the experience 
of packing mules at Bishop Mule Days Memorial Weekend. The only qualifica�on is that they must have a 
student ID number from a college. The experience will be a lifelong remembrance. The program does NOT 
require any experience at all. We will train the students. There will be at least six and maybe seven prac�ces. 

thUsually, we prac�ce once a week and mostly on Sunday a�ernoons.  Memorial weekend is May 24-26 . We 
usually go over to Bishop on Thursday and stay un�l Monday morning. Yes, this is a big commitment, but I 
believe once you get your hands on Magic and Emma Lou, you will love them forever. The only expense 
incurred will be the gas during the prac�ce season. We try to make this experience expense free for all of the 
team members. Your stay at Bishop will be your choice. We can provide a tent, or if you have a camper of any 
sort, there will be space available. We would like you to stay on the grounds, not in a motel. This event is a 
team func�on. This event will be a great way to meet new friends locally and at Bishop. For any more 
ques�ons call Carl Perry (209) 321-5410 or Doug Dollarhide (209) 605-2403. If any of our members know of 
any eligible young people, contact them and have them give us a call.

Ripon Almond Blossom Parade
By John Marshall

thGree�ngs Backcountry Horsemen.  On Saturday, February 24 , we will ride in the Ripon Almond Fes�val 
Parade. We will line up at 12:00 p.m. on Industrial. The parade starts at 1:00 p.m. We will have coffee and 
donuts before the parade and hot dogs and hamburgers a�er for a �me of camaraderie. We are invi�ng all 
riders and packers. We need walkers to carry banners and side walkers in case riders need help. Please text 
me if you're joining as we need a headcount for food and our entry. Parades are an opportunity for us to show 
the public who we are and what we do to keep trails open for all.

Lessons Learned
By Nicole Jones

I board my horse at a boarding facility and keep my truck and trailer hooked up at all �mes so it is already 
ready to go.

As I have done several �mes, I loaded mine and a friend's horse and off we went from Claribel Road to the 
Oakdale Saddle Club for Wednesday night sor�ng. 

About 9:00 p.m. a�er the sor�ng, we loaded the horses and headed out for the barn.  A�er the first set of 
railroad tracks, my hitch jumped off the ball, and the front of the trailer fell and scraped on the ground, 
stopping the trailer and the truck.

I was so lucky because the man behind us saw the whole thing happen. To top it off, he owns a repair shop a 
few blocks away and had a hydraulic jack in the trunk of his car. He jacked up the trailer with the two horses 
s�ll in it and got the trailer back on the truck ball. 

Lesson learned: even if your truck and trailer are always hooked up and ready to go, you should s�ll check the 
�res, lights and safely latch on the ball. 
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Eddie Costa, Sr.
By Jeanne�e DeMo�

I can't remember the first �me I met Eddie, but it was a blessing.
Truck driver, cowboy, ca�leman, leather cra�sman, and so many more talents.

Eddie was an amazing man – talented, kind, faithful, honorable, and he had the best "sense of humor.”  
Oh my gosh, the stories he could tell and, of course, all of them were the TRUTH!  Eddie could leave you 
in s�tches at the campfire with his adventures, and he le� you coming back for more the next evening, 
never to run out of stories.

His leather cra�smanship was amazing. Many BCHC members have had 
Eddie fix our wrecks, mend our messes and create real art. From saddles, 
halters, bridles, reins, harnesses, britch'n, cruppers to wagons and carts. 
There was not a project Eddie wouldn't try (and succeed). 

Eddie Costa, Sr. was born May 11, 1943 and went to glory 
December 15, 2024. Raised in Manteca, an only child, on a working dairy, 
Eddie was very proud of his Portuguese heritage. He had a love for 
horses and ca�le from the beginning. Eddie created friendships that 
lasted a life�me.

He was married to the love of his life, Yvonne, and survived by his 
children Ernie, Danny, DJ, and Devan along with 17 grandchildren and 
16 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his son, Eddie Junior.

Eddie, you will be missed terribly, and it was an honor call you “friend.”

Happy Trails, Eddie.
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February 2024

24) Ripon Almond Blossom Parade 1:00 p.m. -2:00 p.m.
Contact: John Marshall
(209) 968-3826         johnvmarshall@icloud.com

24) Dutch Oven Group cooks desserts at
Polar Plunge Fundraiser for Special Olympians of
Tuolumne Co. at South Shore Lake Tulloch
Contact: Vicki Whisler
(209) 480-0566    vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net

March 2024

12) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Dave Rumsey
(209) 532-2681    davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

March 22-23) BCHC Rendezvous at Diamond Bar Arena
on Central Ave. in Ceres
Theme: Trails and Tales
Find the registra�on packet at bchcmidvalley.org

April 2024

9) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Dave Rumsey
(209) 532-2681    davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

May 2024

7) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Dave Rumsey
(209) 532-2681    davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

August 2024

9-11) Kennedy Meadows General Mee�ng and Campout

Past President, Doug Dollarhide* 

(209) 605-2403                         bootsandspur@a�.net 

Vice President, Barbara Riner 
Membership Chair 
(209) 402-4473                         bbaglione@gmail.com

Stephanie Sto�**, Facebook, Merchandise
(209) 402-4417                         HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales*, Newsle�er
(209) 404-0561                         vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King**, Alternate State Board Delegate
(209) 606-8323                          mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Dave Rumsey*
Spring Campout, Winter Round-Up
(209) 532-2681                         davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

John Marshall**, Parades, State Board Delegate
(209) 968-3826                          johnvmarshall@icloud.com

Saw Program, Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Youth Ac�vi�es - Dave Moser
(209) 404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry** Volunteer Service Projects, 

(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Newsle�er - Kathy Zumbrunn and Gail Jamieson
(209) 765-4923                         runningzranch@gmail.com
(209) 918-8869                         gail.sunshine@gmail.com

Photograher - Historian
Aida Nunes 
(209) 620-1759                         aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Rides - Chris�ne Mitchell
(209) 847-5253                         newle�erwestern@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson** — Insurance, State Board Delegate
(209) 761-3942                         lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

Merchandise - Stephanie Sto�
(209) 402-4417                          HorseBizz66@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Ted Pack
(209) 883-4192                          Tedpack@fire2wire.com

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide**, Youth Horse Camp
(209) 602-1489                         bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Roy Jones*, Educa�on
(209) 272-5634                         handyroj@gmail.com

Nicole Jones*, Volunteer Hours 
(209) 918-1665                         niccanride@yahoo.com

Dan Prine, Email only newsle�er, Email blasts
(209) 485-0844                         dyprine@aol.com

Vicki Whisler**, Dutch Oven Group  
(209) 480-0566                         vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net

Youth Ac�vi�es, State Board Delegate, Youth Horse Camp

 Jim Westmoreland *, Peoria Flat Project Chair

Dennis Serpa*, Volunteer Service Projects, Public Lands
(209) 848-4017 or 209-531-5175   dmserpa@velociter.net  

(209) 815-3125                          jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

Sunshine - Crystal Dalby Volunteer hours
(209) 968-0483                         crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com
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