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President’s Message

By Doug Dollarhide

Howdy members,

My prayer is that all of you are healthy, and life is treating
you well. At our meeting last Tuesday, we covered a lot of
items that you all need to be aware of. Our Unit website
has, for a long time, been somewhat neglected. | have
had some people call me who were interested in some
information about our Unit. They called because when
they looked at our website, it was not able to answer their
questions. Our website is difficult to navigate and
desperately needs to be updated or even overhauled.
Carl Perry and Crystal Dalby have volunteered to give our
webpage the overhaul so that it shows current
information and activities that folks are interested in.

As | have sharedina previous letter, Steve Tucker has been
helping out with the water tank at our Pine Valley Horse
Camp. Steve fills the water tank by pumping water from
Bell Creek up to the tank. He also has repaired some
faucets at the camp and this last weekend he has emptied
the tank for winter.

Jerrie Ann Thomas has served as our merchandise
chairperson for as long as | can remember. She has carted
around our hats, sweaters, emblems, shirts, and
whatever else she has to sell to whomever is interested.
Jerrie Ann is going to retire as of January 1, 2024.
Stephanie Stott has shown some interest in picking up the
baton and running with it. Thanks to Jerrie Ann for the
years of service and dedication to our Unit.

Barbara Savery, Deb Lewis, and Steve Bauhr have stepped
up to the plate and have volunteered to continue with the
Columbia All Equestrian Christmas Parade. This has been
a Mid Valley Unit parade for somewhere around 20 years.
Cathy and |, after doing the parade for about eight years,
are happy that it will continue with the tradition of a small
equine parade in the beautiful gold rush town of
Columbia.

The word “Rendezvous” is a French word that means
meeting or date. BCHC is going to have our own
Rendezvous in March 2024, on the 22nd and 23", at the
Diamond Bar Arena in Ceres, CA. Our own members,
Lloyd Erlandson and Michael King, are the brave souls
who have taken charge of this fun and informative two-
day event. This Rendezvous is still in the development
stages but should prove to be a complete success. If you
have any interest in helping with this event, email Lloyd at
lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com or let me know. Stay tuned
for moreinformation!

We horse folk tend to feel neglected and unimportant when it
comes to non-horse folks camping in our horse designated
campgrounds. Our Mid Valley Unit cares for and maintains
three of these horse camps: Kerrick Coral, Pine Valley, and
Clark Fork. BCHA has developed a form that we can get off the
website to fill out when we see these invaders in our horse
camps. | have taken pictures and filled out the one-page form
and it is not difficult. This documented proof of non-
equestrian use of horse camps is helpful at the national level to
help our lobbyist, Randy Rasmusson, move forward to put a
stop tothese marauders.

In closing, | think this is the longest Presidents message | have
written. Keep in mind that we need to use our Horse Camps
often to let the Forest Service know that we don't want non-
equestrians taking over our camps. We maintain these sites
for horse people with stock, not regular campers.

Doug Dollarhide

Isaiah42:11-12

Ripon Christian HS FFA Natural Resource Judging Team
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Mid Valley Monthly is the official monthly newsletter of MerChandise Sales

Mld Valley Unit of‘the. Backcou.nt.r'y Horsemen.of Callf.ornla. It. isan We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:
independent publication containing news and information consistent with the

mission of BCHC and of interest to its members.
Circulation is approximately 360 copies per issue.

Editorial Team
Vicki Morales, Kathy Zumbrunn
and Gail Jamieson

Layout and printing by Inprint Printing Co.

Janet@inprintl.com
Hoodies $25 Crew necks $20 T-Shirts $10

Member submissions are encouraged and may be

made by email or snail mail. We reserve the right to accept or refuse
submissions and advertising that, in our opinion, do not reflect the standards of
this newsletter, or are inconsistent with the objectives and purpose of the
Backcountry Horsemen of California and/or Mid Valley Unit. Submissions may
be edited for content, grammar, spelling, punctuation and length without Zipped Hoodies $35 Aprons $10 Caps $15

consent.
Youth prices. same price * Size pricing: (2X +$2) (3X +$3)

Mid Valley Monthly is not a creative writing outlet, however, all submissions that
may be of interest to its readers and reflect the standards of the newsletter, will
be considered for publication at the discretion of the editor. Submitted content
may be forwarded to Backcountry News, or any other journal, for re-publication
without consent unless specifically requested.

Deadline: All submissions are due by midnight of the Friday following the
monthly board meeting but early submissions are highly appreciated and
strongly encouraged. Be sure to type “Mid Valley Monthly newsletter” in the
subject line of your email message and send to mvmonthly@gmail.com.
The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or hold over late submissions.

Trail Books $10 Decals
Large $15 * Small $3

For information on purchasing please call Jerrie Ann Thomas at
Mid Valley Unit Website: www.bchcmidvalley.org Phone 209-985-4502  Email: jerriethomas1234@yahoo.com

Webmaster: Ted Pack, 209-883-4192 tedpack@fire2wire.com

Are Your Membership Dues Due? sH
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead sometimes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do. So is the case of when
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal. So | have decided to help you out! Each month | will list everyone who is
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership application in this newsletter, mark
it “Renewal” and send it in. This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's
job a bit easier too!

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE

APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

| have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire. Please do not let this
happen. Thank you for your time and assistance.

NOVEMBER
OCTOBER

die Coli Debbie Binning Nicole Jones ,
Cyndie Collins Charlie and Katie Menghetti Kevin Barry and Wendy Brown-Barry ~ Tim and Olympia Francis Mandel
Dan and Cathy Dunckel Jennifer Murray Suzanne and Robert Cordova Jeff and Cindy Salaun
Aaron Ford and Jean Cardona epa o) and Leslie Neilson Peter and Suzanne Dean Carolyn Sizemore
Doug and Claudia George Jim and Ann Pri Quinn Austin Ford Cynthia Toupin
Ginna Hahn M and Ann Frice ise Gi John Watt

: Arnold and June Silve Denise Gilseth and James Kelley onn Watts
Judith Kavanaugh y Jennifer Hondeville Dan and Cheryl Webb

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted after this information was sent to me
for publication. Plus, if you ever have any questions or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers

for you, no matter what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com
PAGE 2 »
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Cranberry Mustard Recipe
By Vicki Morales

1/2 can of cranberry sauce

1 T. brown sugar

1% T. mustard, the grainy Dijon

Whisk together and enjoy.

Thanksgiving time is getting close, so | think of turkey sandwiches. This mustard is
delicious on them. It's great for chicken, too. Nowadays we eat turkey and chicken all year
long, so this mustard does not have a chance to go bad even in small households.

| have no idea where | found this recipe, but | am so glad | did. It is in my refrigerator all

year long.

Quote of the Month

God forbid that | should go to any heaven in which there are no horses.

—R.B. Cunninghame-Graham, in a letter to President Theodore Roosevelt
(from the book: The Quotable Horse Lover)

Good afternoon, everyone. Jerrie Ann Thomas and her sidekick Larry Souza have
been sick with a cold. | talked to Jerrie Ann and they are feeling much better. Roy
Jones had knee surgery and is now up and about.

| heard that Terri Arington is losing her longtime friend this week. She is putting
her mule, Jasper, down because of age, 36 years old and other elements.

(Editor's note: We just found out, Lloyd Erlandson needs some sunshine, too

While up in the foothills, Lloyd's horse broke its leg and had to be shot.)

By Katherine R
y Ratherine Reeves That's all I have. So, everybody have a spooky holiday.

If you know of anyone needing sunshine, please let me know. (209) 402-7252 or
email me at boopoopidu@aol.com

PAGE 3 »
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Dutch Oven Report
By Vicki Whisler

There is nothing new to report this month. The only Dutch oven gathering (DOG) on my
schedule is the Annual New Year's Day at Red Hills ride and potluck! Anyone wanting to host a
DOG please contact me at (209) 480-0566 by either call or text. If | do not answer the phone,
PLEASE LEAVE A VOICE MESSAGE!

We are still looking for new recipes to put in the newsletter. If you have one, please submit it
to mvmonthly@gmail.com. It doesn't have to be specifically for a Dutch oven!

Have a spooktacular October!

Time To Rake The Leaves!
By Rebecca Curry, DVM

Happy Fall! I hope you all are enjoying the cooler weather. Unfortunately, with the weather
change, leaves have begun to fall and accumulate where our horses can get to them. While
Mulberry leaves can be a tasty treat (as long as they are eaten in moderation), others can be
quite toxic. Red Maple leaves, for example, can cause hemolysis of red blood cells. Black
Walnut leaves (and most other parts of the tree) cause laminitis and swelling of the lower
limbs. Oak leaves and acorns have tannins that can cause damage to the gut, kidneys, and
liver if eaten in large quantities. The leaves of Prunus species trees (almonds, peaches,
apricots, etc.) can cause cyanide toxicity which prevents the body from using oxygen
properly. This is by no means a complete list. If you have any questions about a particular
tree or plant, you can find information by consulting the ASPCA Toxic and Non-Toxic Plants
List <hps://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants/s> or
asking your veterinarian.

This article is reprinted from Mid Valley Monthly October 2022
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Trail Rides

By Jerrie Ann Thomas

At the end of this year, | am stepping down from Trail Ride Chairperson. | am handing the
reins over to someone younger, with new ideas and places to go. | just want to be able to
go ride and enjoy the camaraderie of our group. Please call me if you are interested and |
will help in any way | can: (209) 985-4502.

Thank you!

Lessons Learned
By Kathy Zumbrunn

Sometimes we do everyday things and don't even realize something could go terribly wrong,
in an instant. | have been around horses since | was a toddler and | have seen “incidents”
where people are injured by horses, as all of us have. So, | am going to tell you about one
day where my horse nearly killed me!

It happened in a stock trailer. | was taking my horse, Houdini, out of the trailer after a nice
ride. | untied him and started to back him out. Usually, he backs out very nicely. That day,
he decided to turn around, and as he did, he pushed the divider bar with his chest, smashing
it against the wall. Since | was beside him, and on the other side of that bar, | was instantly
pinned between it and the wall. Fortunately, | was over just far enough that the bar didn't
smash me in the stomach. | know for sure that would have been the end of me!

| have never forgotten that day, and | am very thankful | was in the right spot at the right
time! | thank the good Lord for keeping me safe and teaching me a good lesson!

Merchandise:
by Jerrie Thomas

| have made the decision to step down from being Chairperson
of Merchandise. | have been in this position for many years

and feel it is time for me to pursue other things.

My final day will be the New Year's Day Ride at Red Hills.

| hope to find someone as dedicated to supply good

merchandise to our group as | was. After all, “this was my baby!”
If no one steps up and wants to take it over right now, | will store
everything until we find someone to do it. | will still be around
to help. Please call me if you are interested: (209) 985-4502.
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Columbia All Equestrian Christmas Parade Returns for 2023
and Needs Your Help
By Barb Savery

The Columbia All Equestrian Christmas Parade returns for 2023 on December 10. The parade
is again sponsored by Mid Valley Unit. It is being administered by a three-person committee
composed of Barb Savery, Deb Lewis and Steve Bauhr.

The parade starts at 11 a.m. sharp and will go rain, shine or snow. Everyone is encouraged to
bring an unwrapped toy for the toy drive benefiting ATCAA's (Amador Tuolumne Community
Action Agency) Housing Families Program.

Invitations have gone out to more than 60 groups and individuals. Posters have been printed
and are being circulated. BCHC members are asked to contact Barb Savery at (209) 743-
3580/bjsavery@att.net if they know of someone who an invitation should be sent to or want
to help distribute posters. Barb will also have posters at the November board meeting.

Barb, Deb and Steve will need help with set-up, registration and coordination of parade units
on the day of the parade. They will also need a “muck up” crew to help with clean up during
and after the parade. These are important jobs and the parade can't go on without people to
help with them. Please contact Barb Savery to volunteer.

Continued on page 7
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Rendezvous News and Updates
By Michael King

Greetings Mid Valley BCH members!

This issue of the Mid Valley Monthly finds us heading into Fall and the corresponding cooler temperatures and
decreasing daylight hours. It's also the beginning of the five month countdown until the Mid Valley Unit hosts
the 2024 BCHC Rendezvous at the Diamond Bar Arena in Ceres on March 22nd and 23rd.

The pace of event planning is picking up as we work to put on this GREAT annual event.

| say GREAT because Mid Valley Unit is one of the other 21 Units that comprise the Backcountry Horsemen of
California. It's at Rendezvous that folks congregate from all the state Units to renew old and valued
friendships, share ideas on contemporary issues, attend interesting classes, compete in competitions, share
evening meals and generally have a good, fun and relaxing time!

To accomplish all of this we are planning many events ranging from the traditional to the more contemporary.
This Rendezvous will be a bit of a blend of the old-time rustic gatherings held by the pioneers and trappers
mixed with a modern venue that will accommodate our expectations of comfort.

There will, of course, be educational classes to attend, such as packing classes for beginners, packing
demonstrations, Dutch oven cooking competitions, etc. There are two mouthwatering evening meals in the
works, and the traditional wine and cheese tasting as well.

After the evening meals, a social gathering around fire pits on a grassy area is planned. Here is where the
“Tales” part of the theme comes in. There will be an open mike on a small stage for those with stories to tell, a
song to sing or perhaps a poem. Quiet conversation is welcomed too! Perhaps some marshmallows and
roasting sticks will appear as well. We especially look forward to the stories! There's nothing better than to
hear the tales others have to tell of their packing experiences.

One tradition we hope to re-invigorate this year is the table decorating contest. How this works is: each Unit
comes up with a decoration for their tables that best fits with the theme 'Trails and Tales'. The winner will, of
course, get recognition and will be the ramrod Unit for organizing the following year's competition.

I'm always impressed with the creativity folks have, and those decorations can be just amazing. Put on your
thinking caps and let's see what you come up with for our own Mid Valley Unit. It will be fun, and let's aim to
win!

How would you like to engage in a friendly trail trials competition? We are going to have that as well! So start
practicing!

Stay tuned, there will be more information coming out as plans and ideas gel. We will get that information
out to you all as soon as it's known. | hear some rumblings that early registrations will perhaps get a savings

percentage, too. Early registration helps everyone with planning across the board.

Continued on page 9
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The main thing to do right now is to mark your calendars and plan to attend. There is one other main

thing you can do, and it's discussed in the paragraph after next!

Are you aware that Mid Valley Unit is not only the largest Unit/Chapter in California but is also the largest

in the entire United States? We have over 320 members with tons of talent and skills.

So now, here is our call for help. My own mom used to say, "many hands make for light work.” We
REALLY want our Unit to shine as we host this Rendezvous! So, in a nutshell, we need your hands and
minds! There are some jobs that are simple, and some other jobs that are more involved. Please
consider volunteering your time. We will find something for you to do or a committee to join that needs
help. We won't ask for more than the amount of time you are able to give. No one will be left
floundering in a job. There are tons of prior experience to count on. This isn't a lifetime commitment.
It's only for five months, and very well could be the most fun filled five months you've had in a long time!
Give Lloyd Erlandson a call at (209) 761-3942 or myself at (209) 606-8323 to volunteer. | mean this, don't

make us come and hunt you down! Just kidding, sort of.

Remember, you only get as much out of an organization as you put into it. Backcountry Horsemen prides
itself on protecting your right to access public lands with riding and pack stock, as well as providing

education for everyone on good resource stewardship. Those two goals go hand in hand with preserving
this time-honored recreational activity. Keep Backcountry Horsemen of California strong by participating

in Rendezvous. We are counting on seeing you there!

From the Editors

We feel it is time to ask the membership directly for articles to put in our newsletter. We are
a community of outdoor enthusiasts, stock users and owners, stock trainers, wide open
country lovers, mountain climbers (hehe, on horseback), campers, hikers and more. As
Backcountry Horsemen we are not afraid of hard work. Year after year we work with the
Forest Service doing our best to keep the trails and the horse camps open.

That said... Tell us about a ride you took and possibly send a photo with it. Or tell us about a
lesson you learned that shaped the way you do things now. We need recipes. Everybody
eats, right? Tell us what it is like to ride your horse/mule in a parade. Big or small, each of us
has a story. Maybe it is time to tell it.

Email: mvmonthly@gmail.com

PAGE 9 »
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MID VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

For details and additional current events:
www.bchcmidvalley.org/calendar.html

Note: All events subject to change

October 2023

21-29) Halloween Ride at Blair Ranch in the Mojave
National Preserve. CANCELLED DUE TO LACK OF INTEREST

November 2023

14) Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Perko’s, 2120 Patterson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide
Bootsandspur@att.net (209) 605-2403

December 2023

10) Columbia All Equestrian Parade in Columbia, CA
Contact: John Marshall
johnvmarshall@icloud.com (209) 968-3826

12) Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Perko’s, 2120 Patterson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide
Bootsandspur@att.net (209) 605-2403

Coming in 2024

January 1) Annual New Year’s Day Ride at Red Hills
January 6) Winter Round-Up

January 9) Board Meeting

March 22-24) BCHC Rendezvous in Ceres Theme - Trails

and Tales

August 8-11) Kennedy Meadows General Meeting Campout

2023 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

President, Doug Dollarhide**
Youth Activities, State Board Delegate, Youth Horse Camp
(209) 605-2403 bootsandspur@att.net

Vice President, David Rumsey**, Membership Chair, Spring
Campout, Winter Roundup
(209) 532-2681

davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide*, Youth Horse Camp
(209) 602-1489 bootsandspur@att.net

Treasurer, Vicki Morales**, Newsletter
(209) 404-0561 vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Past President, Jim Westmoreland**, Peoria Flat Project Chair
(209) 815-3125 jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

Michael King*, Past BCHC State President
(209) 606-8323 mickngig@sbcglobal.net

Stephanie Stott*, Facebook, General Meetings
(209) 402-4417 HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

John Marshall*, Parades, State Board Delegate
(209) 968-3826 johnvmarshall@icloud.com

Lloyd Erlandson* — Insurance
(209) 761-3942 Lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

Carl Perry*, Volunteer Service Projects, Pack Clinics,
Winter Round Up, Spring Campout, State Board Delegate
(209) 321-5410 hayloftpigeon@aol.com

Dennis Serpa**, Volunteer Service Projects, Public Lands
(209) 848-4017 or 209-531-5175 dmserpa@velociter.net
Roy Jones**, Education

(209) 272-5634

Nicole Jones**, Volunteer Hours
(209) 918-1665

handyroj@gmail.com

niccanride@yahoo.com

Vicki Whisler*, Dutch Oven Group
(209) 480-0566 vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net

2023 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Saw Program, Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Youth Activities - Dave Moser

(209) 404-1372 davemoser53@hotmail.com

Merchandise - Jerrie Ann Thomas
(209) 985-4502 jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com

Newsletter - Kathy Zumbrunn and Gail Jamieson
(209) 765-4923 runningzranch@gmail.com

(209) 918-8869 gail.sunshine@gmail.com
Dan Prine, Email only newsletter, Email blasts

(209) 485-0844 dyprine@aol.com
Photograher - Historian

Aida Nunes
(209) 620-1759

aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Rides - Jerrie Ann Thomas and Christine Kaplan
(209) 985-4502 jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com
(209) 847-5253 newsletterwestern@gmail.com

Sunshine - Katherine Reeves
(209) 402-7252 boopoopidu@aol.com

Webmaster - Ted Pack

(209) 883-4192 Tedpack@fire2wire.com

PAGE 10 »
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Backcountry Horsemen MAILTO: BCHC
of California MEMBERSHIP
1280 State Rt. 208
MEMBERSHIP Yerington, NV 89447
APPLICATION PARENT UNIT AFFILIATION: (Select and CHECK a Unit as your Affiliation)
|| Antelope Valley | | Lake-Mendo || Redshank Riders Shasta Trinity
I:' New |:| Renewal | | Eastern Sierra || Los Padres || Redwood Sierra Freepackers
|| High Country || Mid Valley || San Diego Sutter Buttes
I:' Change || High Sierra || Motherlode San Joaquin Sierra Top of the State
|| KernRiver Valley | | North Bay || Santa Ana River
|| Kern Sierra Pacific Crest Sequoia

DCTR (Your Membership Number):

MEMBER’S NAME - No Business Names, Print Clearly SPOUSE/CO-MEMBER’S NAME - MUST SHARE SAME ADDRESS

Street Address/PO Box

City State Zip Code (full 9 digits if known) Area Code  Phone Number
Email Address:
Donation to BCHC Education Fund (Tax deductible) $
Total Enclosed: $__

Parent Unit Membership Types (Check One)

CheckNo.___

1 Year Individual $50 1 Year Family $60 Young Adult (18-25 years old) $15 Benefactor $100
2 Year Individual $90 2 Year Family $110 Youth (12-17 years old) $15* Patron $250
3 Year Individual $125 3 Year Family $150 *Youth members MUST fill out BOTH Mt. Whitney $500

Youth Membership forms (available online)

Associate Memberships: An Additional $15 PER UNIT is added to yout Parent Unit Dues
Associate Memberships Unit Affiliations MAY NOT BE FOR THE SAME UNIT AS YOUR PARENT UNIT

Associate Membership for: $15/Unit

Unit Name (from above list)

Associate Membership for: $15/ Unit

Unit Name (from above list)

Add additional choices here

Please clip form along dashed line and keep the below portion for your records.

Parent BCHC Membership Types KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS Verification of
Individual, Family, (Shared**), Benefactor, Patron, and Mt. Whitney I submitted an Apphca tion Form for a new - BCHC Membershi p
A Parent Membership is affiliated with a single Local Unit. — .
BCHC Members may NOT hold more than ONE active Parent || 1Year Individual $50 Verification of BCHC
Membership. 2 Year Individual $90 .
i ith differi || 3 Year Individual $125 Membership is
**A SHARED Membership if for two adults with differing last names - ’ ilabl L.
who share a common address. L 1 Year Family $60 avatlable via.
Associate Memberships || 2 Year Family $110 1) BCHC ,Umt
These special Memberships are only available to persons already - 3 Year Family $150 President’s reports
holdingParent BCHC Membership. No one may sign up for an || Young Adult (18-25 years old) $15 2) BCHC Membership
Associate Membership without 1) having registered one of the Youth (12-17 s ol * .
Parent Membership types, and 2) having selevcted Parent Unit 1 Bz:etfa((:tor years old) :130 Chair reports
affiliation. ! Patron $250 3) a self addressed
Youth Memberships | Mt. Whitney $500 stamped envelope
Youth Memberships MUST be accompanied by a signed Youth _ submitted with this
Membership Permission Release and Youth Parent Permission On that form, I also requested: form
Form. A Youth Membership is NOT valid until BCHC or the ’ k . .
Parent Unit has received signed copies of these forms. — Associate Memberships $ 4) a valid email address
Complete information regarding BCHC Membership My Total Remittance: $
is available on the MEMBERSHIP TAB at My Check Number:
behcalifornia.org or call (775) 463-3634 Date Mailed:
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NEWSLETTER AD RATES
Business Card - $5 % Page - $10

2 Page - $20 Full Page - $35

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
MVMONTHLY @GMAIL.COM

Backcountry Horsemen of California Mld VG“CY Unit

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA
Mid Valley Unit

P.O. Box 1709

Modesto, California 95353

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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