
Volume 37  Issue 6 June 2024 Page 1

By David Rumsey

Howdy everyone. 
I had a great �me in Bishop at Mule Days, cooking for 
the college kids and watching our kids compete.  MJC 
started off outstanding taking first place in the first 
two compe��ons. It was great to see.  Now all we had 
to do is just deliver a nice clean load and come in 

tharound 5  place to secure the World Champion �tle.  
Well, some�mes that's easier said than done. When 
they lined up the animals on the line, the folks 
dropping off the loads to be packed just kind of threw 
the stuff out there.  That's when the adjustments 
should have been made, but they were not.  Things 
went way wrong from that point on. My heart 
dropped as the compe��on con�nued.  By the �me 
they crossed the finish line it was now like my heart 
was completely ripped out of my chest.  I will let Carl 
talk more about the team later in this newsle�er.  I 
will say that our kids did the best they could and put 
everything they had into the compe��on.  I am very 
proud of what they accomplished.
I had two friends of mine, Ma� and Jaycee, come over 
and give me a hand cooking this year, along with 
Michael King. What help they were!  We started off 
with custom-made cowboy burgers and hotdogs.  I 
think the burgers were the best I've ever had, a bit 
spicy for some.  The second night we had barrel 
chicken and a special bean recipe that I make and 
green beans with bacon and onion. That, too, was 
pre�y darn good.  Now we're on to night three, 
roasted whole pig.  We cooked a whole pig in my pig 
roas�ng box. We made pinto beans with jalapenos, 
homemade mango salsa, homemade pico de gallo and 
street tacos.  One of the highlights of the pig roast was 
when the Cal Poly girls came up and requested to kiss 
the hog. Yes that's right, kiss the hog!  I was a bit 
reluctant at first; then when I turned back around, 
about eight of them had their knives out. At that �me, 
I agreed to let them line up and kiss the hog!  
I had a great �me at our late Spring Campout up at 
Clark Fork Horse Camp. I ate good food, caught nice 
fish and just had a relaxing �me hanging out with 
friends. That's it for now.

David Rumsey and Pig
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Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE 
APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com

JUNE
JULY

Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $35

   

Crew necks   $30 T-Shirts   $20

 

Zipped Hoodies  $40 Aprons  $20 Caps  $20

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Stephanie Sto� at 

Phone (209) - 402-4417  Email: HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

John Andrews Family
Bill Thomas and Toni Rogers
Jerrie Thomas and Larry Souza

Ron Aderholt
Rodney and Barbara Riner
Gary and Michelle Cain
William Dardenne Family
Sam Flippins
Virginia Franklin and Isabella Bailey
Jay and Stephanie Hagsrom

Ron and Jane Lopez
Debra Mason
Brady and Karen Luke
Tony Moules
Lee Owning
Susie Perry
Les and Linda Weidman

2023
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By Crystal Dalby

Quote of the Month

Never approach a bull from the front, a horse from the rear or a fool from any direc�on.

-Cowboy Saying- from The Quotable Horse Lover book.
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Jim Westmoreland will be having his shoulder replacement surgery 
thon the 18  of June. Please keep him in your prayers that his surgery 

goes well and he may recover quickly!

Jennifer Lacy's mother had a painful growth and had surgery Monday. 

She is recovering well. 

Kathy Zumbrunn's mother was in the hospital for a week with congestive heart failure and pneumonia.  
She has recovered and is back in her assisted living home feeling good again.

We send positive thoughts and prayers to these and all others that may not have gotten to me.  
If you need some sunshine sent your way. Let me know.  I would like to hear the good also! New baby? 
Got married? New Job? Please let me know! Text is the best way! But you may get a hold of me any way 
you need!
Crystal Dalby
(209) 968-0483
Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com
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For Sale: 

Bison 4-Horse Trailer with 11 �. short wall living quarters
Contact: Dennis Serpa  (209) 531-5175

mailto:Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com
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REMINDER FOR DUTCH OVEN COOKS!
By Terri Arington

July will be here before we know it and Tuolumne County 

Farm Bureau will be hos�ng their annual 

BBQ and Auc�on Fundraiser at Hurst Ranch on Hwy 108 in 

Jamestown.  We are coun�ng on 

Mid Valley to come through again with delectable desserts 

for our event!

We are hoping for another successful turnout, and 

everyone looks forward to seeing what's I

nside those ovens. 

Friday, July 26 is the date to remember.  Social hour at 6 

p.m and dinner served at 7 p.m.  

Par�cipa�ng cooks will receive a complimentary dinner 

and Mid Valley will be served first.  

Hope to see our favorite cooks!

Call Terri Arington  (209) 768-7076

Cheesy Mushroom Chicken in Dutch Oven
Submi�ed by Carl Perry

4 boneless chicken breasts
1 egg, lightly beaten
¾ t. salt
1 ½ c. crushed bu�er flavored crackers
½ lb. fresh mushrooms, sliced
4 T. bu�er, divided
4 slices ham
4 slices smoked provolone cheese

Fla�en the chicken to about ¼ in. thickness.  
Place the egg in a shallow bowl.  
Combine the cracker crumbs and salt in another bowl.  Dip the chicken in the egg, then in 
the cracker crumbs and set aside.
In a 12” Dutch oven over a full spread of coals, sauté the mushrooms in 2 T. bu�er un�l 
tender.  Remove and set aside.  Add the remaining bu�er to the DO.  Add the chicken.  Cook 
for 5-6 minutes on each side or un�l browned.  Cover and move enough coals to the lid to 
bring the oven to 350 degrees (16 coals on top/10 coals on bo�om).  Bake for about 10 
minutes or un�l juices run clear.  Remove the lid and place a slice of ham, mushrooms, and 
a slice of cheese on each breast.  Cover and cook un�l the cheese is melted.  Serves 4.
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Dutch Oven Report
 By Vicki Whisler 

I drove my motorhome, towing the Mid Valley Unit trailer, to Clark Fork Horse Camp for the Backcountry Horsemen Mid 
Valley Unit Spring Campout.  First and foremost, I have to thank Carl Perry and Jim Westmoreland for ge�ng my rig 
backed in and parked, and on an almost level spot, too!  Secondly, I have to thank Cody Andrews for his help along with 
(again) Carl and Jim for unloading and moving the BBQ, three- burner stove and various other things, to where they were 
needed. They set up not only the big pop-up and tables for our potluck, but they also set up the small one next to the 
motorhome for my prep and cooking area. I thank them again for packing all those things back into the trailer so I could 
leave Sunday morning. 
Thanks to everyone for coming to Clark Fork Horse Camp for a weekend of fun, good food, great entertainment, by Lance 
Kell, of course, and some hard work by a few who moved or sawed logs to open trails! I'm glad there was �me for those 
of you who wanted to get in some pleasure riding! 
THANKS TO EVERYONE for making this a great weekend! Just sorry I had to have others do things 
I normally do! To new members - welcome! I hope you had a good �me. To the new Dutch oven cooks -
welcome! It is always nice to have some new things show up on the table.
Ok cooks, old and new, don't forget we are cooking desserts for The Tuolumne County Farm Bureau on 
Friday, July 26, at the Hurst Ranch in Jamestown.
Take care, keep hydrated and try to stay cool!!
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Mid Valley Needs Your Help!
By Jerrie Thomas (with Kathy Zumbrunn's help!)

I made my speech at the Mid Valley Board of Directors mee�ng 
last Tuesday, and now I am asking the rest of you to help me 
out.  As you probably know by now, Mid Valley Unit has been 
given a beau�ful bronze statue to raffle off.  The money 
generated by this raffle goes directly to the youth ac�vi�es and 
our trails. 
 
You may not realize this, but Backcountry Horsemen of 
California is in dire straits!  Our dedicated members who have 
kept this organiza�on going are ge�ng older, and one day they 
will no longer be able to pack into the back country and work 
on our trails. 
 
We need to do something to get new, and younger members 
into this organiza�on!
That is where this raffle comes in.  If we sell all two hundred 
�ckets, we will have $10,000 to use for youth ac�vi�es and 
improve our trails. A�er the mee�ng, several people stepped 
up and bought �ckets, some even bought more than one!  
Now I am reaching out to the rest of our membership to help. 
If each of you bought one �cket, we could sell all the �ckets.  
We have only sold approximately 90 of the 200 �ckets so far.  
I'm sure you can afford a $50 dona�on to our Mid Valley Unit, 
and you could possibly go home with a beau�ful bronze 
statue!  You don't need one…well, how about dona�ng it back 
to Mid Valley, or giving it to someone who would treasure it?  

So please step up and help out your unit!  The drawing will be 
held at our Kennedy Meadows Campout in August.  Please call 
or text Jerrie Thomas at: (209) 985-4502 to get your �ckets 
now!

Thank you!
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Bishop Mule Days 2024
By Carl Perry

The Intercollegiate Pack Team at Bishop Mule Days finally came together one week before Memorial weekend. We 
prac�ced two days in a row to be sure we were working as a team.
The team was having a beau�ful run as they were leading the nine compe��ve teams by 12 points going into the finals. 
They walked into the arena with confidence in their minds. It all started to go bad with the distribu�on of the load. The 
unload men put our load on the wrong side of the mules. The team didn't no�ce at first. They cannot touch the load so 
they thought they could move the mules.  They tried to push the mules over and lost the posi�ons of the mules. The 
star�ng �me was ge�ng near, and nerves were kicking in. 
By that �me the buzzer went off. They were scrambling to get the loads on, and when Ashley threw the lash rope over it 
wrapped around the other team's horse's neck. She pulled the rope, but no slack came. Now the compe�tor's horse is 
moving closer to our animals giving us less room to work. Several tugs and finally Corrie realized that the rope was �ed 
in a knot on the other team's horse. She ran over to untwist the rope but the horse rider of that team saw it and 
untwisted the rope and threw it towards Corrie. That's what I call true sportsmanship. When things start going wrong, 
and you are traveling at a high rate of speed, it usually doesn't get be�er. When they threw the man�e over, the wind 
caught it and didn't cover the ice chest. Now there are several teams heading to the finish line, and with the adrenaline 
in full force, our ropes got loose. Carmen exploded out of the star�ng point and the loads were bouncing pre�y good. 
When she reached the finish line the box hitch had completely fallen off of the ice chest. The ice chest didn't even 
move. Doug and I were watching from the other end of the arena, and it all looked good. BUT when the judge walked 
over to judge the load, he picked up the ice chest in amazement. Needless to say, our hearts fell to the bo�om of our 

rdfeet. They finished in 3  place and no buckle this year. Really not bad from a field of nine.
Congratula�ons to the team of 2024.
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From Le� to Right: Cody Andrews, Corrie Dollarhide Whitesi�, Carmen Dollarhide Olson, Ashley Dollarhide.
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Clark Fork June 2024 Work Party
By Carl Perry

 The Clark Fork work party on June 1,2024, successfully cleared the trail at the end of the horse camp 
road, all the way to the water crossing at the meadow. The water was rushing fast, so we did not cross it. 
We had two teams leapfrogging up the trail. One team consisted of Sandy Rahilly, Doug and Cathy 
Dollarhide, Lee Owning and Vernon Storment. The other team was Cody Andrews, Gary Cain and Carl 
Perry. There weren't a lot of trees down, maybe 20-30, but the spots that blocked the trail were messy. It 
is amazing how fast trees can fall. For instance, when we went back up there the following weekend for 
the Spring Campout, there was a new fallen ro�en tree directly in the trail. It remains there today. We call 
that forest security. That a�ernoon we went up the Arnot trail and cleared some of it also. The next 
morning, we followed the river trail downstream. It wasn't too long before we had to turn back as 1 p.m. 
was approaching and it was �me to go home. It seems that we are losing ground on that trail as we don't 
get as far as the year before. I would call the weekend very rewarding because the “ride around” places 
are now limited. 
As we were clearing trails, we had another crew working at the horse camp sites. They were Ron Stearns, 
Van Pender and Evan Rahilly. Those three guys are pain�ng experts. They used 10 gallons of Oxford Brown 
paint and dispersed it on mostly all the tables. When we returned, the sheen on the tables was very 
apparent. Thank you to all those who helped.

Doug Dollarhide and Lee Owning Cody Andrews and Carl Perry Gary Cain

Sandy Rahilly Cody Andrews Downed Tree
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Spring Campout at Clark Fork Horse Camp
By Carl Perry

Finally, the spring campout is in the history books. This was the hardest plan ever. With everyone's busy schedule we 
couldn't find a weekend that fit all the hosts. We did beat the official summer date, which is not here yet.
Lance Kell played for us on Friday night, and he just sang the night away. It was 10:15 p.m. before I knew it. We 
wrapped up the night with a giant fire glowing in the dark. Thanks to Van Pender for building the fire.
Breakfast on Saturday morning was prepared and cooked by Jim Westmoreland, Garre� Dollarhide and Dave Rumsey, 
our chief advisor. There were many other cook bosses in the kitchen such as: Vicki Whisler, Cody Andrews, Carl and 
Julie Perry. Everyone filled their bellies and were ready to ride shortly a�er.
There were more than 40 people a�ending Saturday night for the Dutch oven potluck. Dave Rumsey smoked four tri-
�ps, which were delicious. There were three scalloped potato dishes. I sampled every one! Dennis Serpa forgot his 
chicken and ended up making a meatball casserole. There were so many selec�ons that they almost didn't fit on three 
8-foot tables. We even put the desserts under the tables to make room for the main courses. Our desserts were a 
peach/plum dump cake made by Ashley Dollarhide, a peach cobbler made by Chris Westmoreland, a berry cobbler by 
Cathy Dollarhide and bread pudding by Julie and Carl Perry. We set up two 10x20 pop ups, end to end, and made a 
super serving area of 10x40.
At the end of our dinner Dave Rumsey started a short general mee�ng. Doug Dollarhide gave a brief educa�onal 
presenta�on and I followed with a six item auc�on to help defray some of our costs.
A con�nental breakfast was served on Sunday morning, followed by Doug Dollarhide hos�ng a cowboy church and it 
was well a�ended. A few people saddled up their horses and rode the trails again before they le�. 
This campout took a great deal of coopera�on from our members, from set up to tear down.  A great big “Thank you” 
to everyone who helped!

Auc�on at Clark Fork Dave, Garre�, Jim Cook

Doug and Garre� Dollarhide

Layton Dollarhide

Lance Kell and Van Pender Lance Kell , Julie Perry & Marlene Fultz
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By Ashley Dollarhide

The snow is mel�ng and the trails are opening back up, which means 

the annual Kennedy Meadows campout on Thursday,August 8, 

through Sunday, August 11 is coming up! My name is Ashley 

Dollarhide, and I have taken on the fun role of pu�ng together the 

weekend's events. This year we plan on changing things up a li�le by 

bringing in some new ac�vi�es, including a demonstra�on by 

Individual World Champion Packer, Garre� Dollarhide, and a saddle 

fi�ng and equine body work workshop by Ashley Mello with Mello 

Out Equine Therapy. We are also pu�ng together a silent auc�on tack 

swap with any tack you no longer use. We ask you to either donate an 

item or donate ten percent of your earnings to the Mid Valley Unit to 

help us con�nue to put these events together. To further bring funds 

to the group, we will be hos�ng a cornhole tournament, half the pot 

goes to Mid Valley, the other half goes to the winner! Saturday night 

will be the Dutch oven potluck dinner. Friendly reminder that Kennedy 

Meadows has a strict no bicycle rule and we ask for dogs to be kept to 

your campsites or on leash. Campsites are on a first come, first served 

basis.  Please be considerate of others' space and use friendly camping 

e�que�e. Please be prepared for possible rain. If anyone has extra 

tables or canopies for the events in case of rain, we would greatly 

appreciate any extras! 

We will be closing the reserva�ons at 90 people. Any volunteers for 

helping with membership and rsvp status would be greatly 

appreciated. Thank you, and I look forward to another fun-filled 

campout! 

RSVP to Ashley Dollarhide at (209) 822-0360 to reserve your place.

Kennedy Meadows Campout and General Mee�ng 

Lyons Reservoir Ride

By Jim Westmoreland

On Saturday, June 29, we are having a unit ride at Lyons Reservoir. We will meet at 10 a.m. 

ready to ride. Parking is located by the entrance on the north side of Highway 108 or on your 

le� as you go up the hill. It is not very far from Mi-Wuk Village. Steve Tucker will be the trail 

boss and will lead the ride. It is approximately 1 hour and 10 minutes to the lake. Bring water 

and a lunch. Any ques�ons, give Jim Westmoreland a call (209) 815-3125. 

Kennedy Meadows
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Volunteer Hours
By Crystal Dalby

Please don't forget to turn in your volunteer hours.  I know we had A LOT of volunteers for Rendezvous, but so far, 

only a handful of volunteer hours are turned in. I need to know: 1) the dates, 2) how many hours, 3) how many miles 

you traveled to and from the event, and 4) how much �me it took you to travel.  IF you used your horse or mule for any 

volunteer �me, let me know: 1) how many animals, and 2) how many days you used them. A copy of the Volunteer 

Hours form is included in the newsle�er which you can use, or the required informa�on may simply be emailed or 

texted to Crystal Dalby.

Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com   (209) 968-0483

mailto:Crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com
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Past President, Doug Dollarhide* 

(209) 605-2403                         bootsandspur@a�.net 

Vice President, Barbara Riner 
Membership Chair 
(209) 402-4473                         bbaglione@gmail.com

Stephanie Sto�**, Facebook, Merchandise
(209) 402-4417                         HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales*, Newsle�er
(209) 404-0561                         vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King**, Alternate State Board Delegate
(209) 606-8323                          mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Dave Rumsey*
Spring Campout, Winter Round-Up
(209) 532-2681                         davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

John Marshall**, Parades, State Board Delegate
(209) 968-3826                          johnvmarshall@icloud.com

Saw Program, Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Youth Ac�vi�es - Dave Moser
(209) 404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry** Volunteer Service Projects, 

(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Newsle�er - Kathy Zumbrunn and Gail Jamieson
(209) 765-4923                         runningzranch@gmail.com
(209) 918-8869                         gail.sunshine@gmail.com

Photograher - Historian
Aida Nunes 
(209) 620-1759                         aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson** — Insurance, State Board Delegate
(209) 761-3942                         lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

Webmaster - Ted Pack
(209) 883-4192                          Tedpack@fire2wire.com

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide**, Youth Horse Camp
(209) 602-1489                         bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Roy Jones*, Educa�on
(209) 272-5634                         handyroj@gmail.com

Nicole Jones*, Volunteer Hours 
(209) 918-1665                         niccanride@yahoo.com

 Email only newsle�er, Email blasts - Dan Prine
(209) 485-0844                         dyprine@aol.com

Vicki Whisler**, Dutch Oven Group  
(209) 480-0566                         vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net

Youth Ac�vi�es, State Board Delegate, Youth Horse Camp

 Jim Westmoreland *, Peoria Flat Project Chair, Rides

Dennis Serpa*, Volunteer Service Projects, Public Lands
(209-531-5175                          dmserpa@velociter.net  

(209) 815-3125                          jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

Sunshine - Crystal Dalby Volunteer hours
(209) 968-0483                         crystal_dalby322@yahoo.com

Winter Round Up, Spring Campout

June 2024

29) Ride at Lyons Lake 
Contact: Jim Westmoreland
(209) 815-3125                      
jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

July 2024

9) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Dave Rumsey
(209) 532-2681    davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

20) Gianelli Work Party 
Contact: Carl Perry 
(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

26) Tuolumne County Farm Bureau Barbecue and 
Auc�on at Hurst Ranch, Jamestown. 
Dutch oven cooks needed.
Contact: Terri Arington for informa�on (209) 768-7076

August 2024

8-11) Kennedy Meadows General Mee�ng and 

Campout. Must R.S.V.P. 

Contact: Ashley Dollarhide  (209) 822-0360

13) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Dave Rumsey
(209) 532-2681    davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

September 2024

10) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Dave Rumsey
(209) 532-2681    davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Save the Date:
State Board Mee�ng October 4 and 5.

October 12 Trail Challenge at Diamond Bar Arena 
contact: Carlena Kellogg (209) 505-0122
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