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By Doug Dollarhide

Howdy members,
My hope is that this message finds you well and 
ready for winter.  It is a good feeling not having to 
run outside in the rain to cover the hay and all the 
other things we have to �e down so they don’t get 
wet or blow away.  Our 6-acre pasture is planted 
and star�ng to show a green �nge out in the field.
On Veteran's Day, Fresno State had a packing 
prac�ce/compe��on at the college.  It was similar 
to the Cal Poly prac�ce that we went to last March.  
Lloyd Erlandson and I went down with two 
members of our Pack team, Cheyenne Mason and 
Kaitlyn Ballard.  They had some �me to prac�ce on 
iron mules before the first compe��on started.  
The mules in the first class did not cooperate at all, 
so we went to plan B.  They put the iron mules in a 
two-mule string for the kids to pack on.  Cheyenne 
and Kaitlyn were teamed up with two packers from 
Fresno State and ended up winning third place in 
the pack and load class.
Here are a few items to keep in mind as we move 
into the holiday months.  Sharon Power has 
donated a beau�ful bronze statue and we have a 
limited number of �ckets to raffle it off.  This is a 
fundraiser for our unit and the proceeds will go to 
trail maintenance and youth programs.  Tickets are 
$50 and to purchase them contact Jerrie Ann 
Thomas at .  I have already bought (209) 985-4502
my �cket so don't delay because they won't last 
long.
Looking into next year's riding season, we will be 
having Steve Tucker manage our Unit radios.  These 
radios are for members to use while out on a ride 
or a pack trip.  They are on the same frequency as 
Aspen Meadow and Kennedy Meadows Pack 
Sta�ons so contact Steve before your ride and pick 
up the radios to use.  
Steve's number is .(209)743-2181

Take a look at our unit website as it is being updated by 
our webmaster Ted Pack and our unit member Crystal 
Dalby.  Thank you to Crystal for taking the �me and 
volunteering to help Ted!
In closing, keep in mind our New Year's Day ride and 
DOG at Red Hills and our Winter Round-Up that is on 
January 6 at the Tuolumne County Sheriff Posse 
Grounds.  Besides having a great �me, we will be 
elec�ng new officers for the year so please come and 
be a part. Blessings, Doug

The influence that BCHC has had on me.
This is my new ride Oakley, a mule.
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Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

              

Hoodies     $25

   

Crew necks   $20 T-Shirts   $10

 

Zipped Hoodies  $35 Aprons  $10 Caps  $15

Youth prices……….same price           * Size pricing:    (2X + $2)  (3X + $3)  

Trail Books  $10 Decals

Large  $15 *  Small  $3

For informa�on on purchasing please call Jerrie Ann Thomas at 

Phone 209-985-4502        Email: jerriethomas1234@yahoo.com

Are Your Membership Dues Due?
By Kathy Zumbrunn

In this crazy-busy life we lead some�mes it is too hard to remember all the things we need to do.  So is the case of when 
our Mid Valley membership is due for renewal.  So I have decided to help you out!  Each month I will list everyone who is 
due for the next two months, and if your name is listed, please fill out the membership applica�on in this newsle�er, mark 
it “Renewal” and send it in.  This will make sure your membership keeps up-to-date and you will also make Chip Herzig's 
job a bit easier too! 

BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR CHECK OUT TO: BCHC MEMBERSHIP, CHECK “RENEWAL” AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE 
APPLICATION FORM.
And if you have had any changes, such as email address, phone, etc., please note it on the renewal.

I have included the current month because if dues are not renewed, your membership will expire.  Please do not let this 
happen.  Thank you for your �me and assistance.

If you have already sent in your dues, please disregard, as it may have been posted a�er this informa�on was sent to me 
for publica�on.  Plus, if you ever have any ques�ons or problems, please feel free to contact me and I'll help get answers 
for you, no ma�er what you need. Kathy: (209)765-4923 or runningzranch@gmail.com

NOVEMBER

Jeanne Jenkins
Nicole Jones
Tim and Olympia Francis Mandel
Jeff and Cindy Salaun
Cynthia Toupin
John Wa�s
Dan and Cheryl Webb

Debbie Binning
Robert and Suzanne Cordova
Peter and Suzanne Dean
Quinn Aus�n Ford
Denise Gilseth and James Kelley
Jennifer Hondeville
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DECEMBER

Lynn Boss
David Bricknell
Crystal Dalby
Susan Flagg
Dennise Davis 
and Maya Davis-Padilla

Candy Graham
Roy Jones
Anne Niederwemmer
Jeff and Talena Perry
Katherine Reeves

mailto:hayloftpigeon@aol.com


By Katherine Reeves

We had three members in need of Sunshine this month. Jon Caudill (Kathy 
Zumbrunn's other half) has had pneumonia. He is up and going again.  He's busy 
making things with horseshoes for the Rendezvous.  Doug Jamieson had been in 
the hospital for quite a few days. They couldn't figure out what was wrong.  
Then they found out he has valley fever. Hopefully he will get the right 
medica�on. Eddie Costa is scheduled for surgery. We need to keep our 
members in our prayers. That's all for this month.  If anyone knows someone 
who needs some Sunshine, please let me know at or(209) 402-7252  
boopoopidu@aol.com. 
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Quote of the Month
“You know horses are smarter than people.  

You never heard of a horse going broke be�ng on people.”
Will Rogers (1879-1935)

Eggnog Bread Pudding
By Vicki Morales 

Makes 8 servings, total �me: 45 minutes + res�ng

PLUMP:
1/4 cup dried cherries
1/4 cup brandy, hot

TOSS:
4 large all bu�er croissants, cubed and staled (18oz)
1/2 cup sliced almonds, toasted
1 recipe Classic Eggnog
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. freshly grated nutmeg

COAT an 8x8 inch baking dish with nons�ck spray

PLUMP Cherries in brandy, 5-10 minutes.

TOSS together croissants, cherries with brandy, almonds, eggnog, sugar, and 
nutmeg; transfer to prepared baking dish. Cover pudding with plas�c wrap, 
pressing down to help croissants absorb eggnog; chill overnight.

PREHEAT oven to 350 degree and remove plas�c wrap before baking.

COVER pudding with foil, place on a baking sheet, and bake 30 minutes. Remove 
foil and bake pudding un�l golden, 40 minutes; let rest 15 minutes before serving.

Per serving: 670 cal; 43g total fat (23g sat); 266mg chol; 264mg sodium; 55g carb;
4g fiber; 11g protein
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Dutch Oven Report
 By Vicki Whisler 

I hope everyone has/had a great Thanksgiving!

Nothing new as far as DOG'S (Dutch oven gatherings) scheduled.  Don't forget our January 1st Red Hills ride 

and potluck.  We will eat around 1:00 p.m. 

All Dutch oven cooks - start thinking about the Dutch oven compe��on at the Rendezvous in March. Let's 
support our Unit and help make this a great compe��on! There are some wonderful cooks in this Unit and it's 
not hard to adapt anything you can cook in an oven at home to a Dutch oven!!

 Also, we need more recipes for the newsle�er!

If anyone wants to schedule a DOG, call or text me at (209) 480-0566. We are star�ng to 
fill our calendar for 2024! If I don't answer the phone, be sure to leave a voice mail so I 
can get back to you.
Have a great holiday season!

Director Candidate Solicita�on 
by Michael King

Hello everyone.  I'm hoping you are enjoying the mild and pleasant Fall weather.  I have to admit that I'm not 
a huge fan of the short daylight hours, but I do really like the beau�ful leaf colors and falling leaves that come 
with the season.  It helps to remind me of the circle of life.  I hope you all do too.

Now on to the purpose of this ar�cle!  I should have been on this mission last month, but alas, I was remiss in 
ge�ng the word out.  

That word is the annual solicita�on of candidates to run for one of seven spots coming open on the Mid Valley 
Unit board of directors.  These staggered slots would serve a two-year term.

Mid Valley Unit has 14 directors that meet monthly to plan the annual opera�on of the Unit, with the goal of 
providing the most bang for the buck for the membership.  Our goal is to stay true to the original BCH mission 
of: 1) Educa�ng all public land users so as to protect our wonderful natural resources, and 2) Watching the 
ac�vi�es of the administrators of public lands and working with them wherever possible, to protect the 
equestrian users right to access and use those same lands.

The job isn't hard and fills one with pride in fulfilling the trust of the membership that elected us to represent 
them.

So how about it, folks?  Consider running for the board. New blood is always good, it brings in new ideas and 
prac�ces.  As much as I would like to do so, I can't solicit each one of you individually.  With over 300 Mid 
Valley members, I simply don't have that kind of �me!  I need to rely on you to let me know of your interest in 
running.  My phone number is (209)606-8323 and email is mickngig@sbcglobal.net.  Contact me, I would 
certainly love to hear from you!
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Help Needed as Columbia All Equestrian Christmas Parade
Returns A�er a One Year Hiatus
By Barb Savery

The Columbia All Equestrian Christmas Parade returns on December 10 a�er skipping last year.  
Mid Valley Unit is again sponsoring the parade, which is being coordinated by a three-person commi�ee 
consis�ng of Steve Bauhr, Barb Savery and Deb Lewis.  Work is underway to make sure the parade is a 
success so we can keep the momentum going into next year and for years to come.
Many hands make light work, and posi�ons in parking control and clean-up are open!  If you can help with 
this 30-year tradi�on started by the Shady Ladies of the Mother Lode, please call, text or email Barb Savery 

th
at .  See you on December 10 !!(209) 743-3580 or bjsavery@a�.net

Parades
by John Marshall

On December 10, 2023 we will be riding in the Columbia Christmas 
Parade! Rain, shine or snow! We will ride out at 10:30 a.m. Feel free 
to dress up or decorate in the Christmas spirit. Please bring an 
unwrapped toy gi� for a boy or girl as a dona�on. I would like to 
thank Barbara Savery and her crew for stepping up and taking on 
the parade. It has always been my favorite. Bring family and friends 
to watch. If anyone would like to help, please call Barbara at (209) 
743-3580.              
 We would like to thank Dr. Curry at Taylor Vet for helping us with 
her ar�cles in our newsle�er each month. Her ar�cles have been 
helpful to me and others. She will be moving to Washington 

stDecember 1 , so call and thank her and wish her well. 
A few weeks ago, a new outhouse was built at Peoria and new 
picnic tables (eight of them) were installed by the Bureau of 
Reclama�on. 
Enjoy.
John Marshall (209) 968-3826

Trail Rides
By Jerrie Ann Thomas 

At the end of this year, I am stepping down from being Trail Ride Chairman and handing the reins over to 
Chris�ne Kaplan, who has already lined up some terrific rides for next year. Talking about next year, don't 
forget our New Year's Day ride and potluck. This is a rain or shine event. Come prepared to have a good �me, 
you won't be disappointed. I started the New Year's Day ride about 25 years ago. To my surprise we had over 
100 riders show up. You should've seen the mountain covered single file with RIDERS. It was awesome!  I'm 
sure there are a lot of you out there that remember it.  A lot of the riders are no longer with us, but the ones 
that are have good memories of the New Year's Day Ride and how it started. I'm so glad that it has con�nued 
by adding Dutch oven cooking to it. If you have any ques�ons about Dutch oven, please contact Vicki 
Whisler. She's the chairman for Dutch oven cooking. Her number is or for any ques�on about (209) 480-0566 
ride call Jerrie Thomas at (209) 985-4502.
Happy Trails to all. 
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Lloyd.Erlandson0@gmail.comor Lloyd Erlandson (209) 761-3942 ormickngig@sbcglobal.net

2024 Rendezvous Planning News Update
By Michael King

Gree�ngs Mid Valley Unit members! 

Well, here we are, more or less four months un�l Rendezvous in Ceres, California, and the planning team is hard 
at work to make this annual event a huge success.

Our older members know well the ac�vi�es that come with Rendezvous but perhaps our newest members do 
not.

In a nutshell, Rendezvous is an annual gathering of all the units that make up Backcountry Horsemen of 
California.  At these gatherings we meet to get reacquainted with old friends, a�end useful educa�onal classes, 
compete in some packing events, share a couple of great evening meals, experience a relaxing wine and beer 
tas�ng event and much, much more.  Basically, it's just a darn good �me that you won't want to miss.  It's right in 
our own backyard too, this next spring, March 22 and 23 in Ceres, CA.

Right now, the Rendezvous Commi�ee is working on the many facets of pu�ng on this fun event.   We have 
people in place who are heading up the major commi�ees, but they could use some help here and there.  There 
is a lot to do, from small items to larger du�es.  Our next mee�ng will be on December 4th at 6:00 p.m. at 1405 W. 
F Street Suite A Oakdale, CA.  We would welcome your par�cipa�on.  Many hands make for light work! 

Monthly mee�ngs, or more frequently as needed, will con�nue un�l Rendezvous commences.

Not only do we need help now, but we'll very much need worker bees in March to help set up the event too.  
Believe me, we will find something for you to do, large or small, but never more than what you are able to 
contribute.

There in one last topic to talk about this issue.  Sponsorships.  One of the ways BCH helps to cover the expense of 
pu�ng on Rendezvous is securing sponsorships with local and regional companies who share the goals and the 
mission of Backcountry Horsemen and who want to contribute to the cause.  

There are several levels of par�cipa�on the sponsors can choose.  We have a descrip�on of these sponsorship 
packages to present prospec�ve partners for their considera�on.  If you have a sugges�on of a poten�al sponsor 
that we might approach, let us know without delay, and we'll approach them right away.

Finally, I just want to encourage as many of our members as possible to plan on a�ending.   Registra�on packets 
will be out shortly for your use.  

Mid Valley Unit is not only the largest unit in California, but in the na�on as well.  Par�cipa�on is key, let's show 
everyone how united Mid Valley Unit is and what we can accomplish!

If you know of any person or company who would like to be a sponsor, please contact:  Michael King (209) 606-
8323 or 

Thank you all for your support. 
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Old Cowboy Saying: 

“I'm young enough to know I can, 
old enough to know I shouldn't, 
and stubborn enough to do it anyway.”
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Vesicular Stoma��s Update
By Rebecca Curry, DVM

Taylor Equine Hospital

Earlier this year, I wrote a short ar�cle regarding 

vesicular stoma��s and the outbreak in California.  

VS has con�nued to spread throughout the 

summer and fall.  It has now been found in 

California, Nevada, and Texas.  As of the end of 

October, there were quaran�nes for suspected or 

confirmed VS in Mariposa, Madera, Fresno, 

Tuolumne and Tulare coun�es.  This means that it is 

right in our backyard.  Now, more than ever, make 

sure you check your horses over.  Make use of fly 

protec�ve gear and repellent.  If you take your 

horse into an area that has VS, make sure to isolate 

that horse away from your herd for 10-14 days 

when you get home.  Quaran�ne them and call a 

veterinarian if you see any blisters or ulcera�ons on 

your horse's tongue, lips, or gums. 

The cold weather should soon kill off the insects 

that are a major factor in spread of the disease.  In 

the mean�me, please be aware that many states 

have restric�ons on travel of horses coming from 

California.  If you plan to go out of state, you may 

need a health cer�ficate for your horse within 7-14 

days before entering that state.  Plan your travel 

accordingly.

The most recent CDFA update can be found on 

their website: 

<h�ps://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/VS.

html>  

Footnote:  The Mid Valley Unit wishes Dr. Curry 

much luck and happiness on her move to 

Washington.  We are sad to say that November is 

her last month at Tayler Equine Hospital and there 

will be no equine vet there un�l at least the spring 

of 2024.  We will miss her and her wonderful, 

informa�onal ar�cles.
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Win This Amazing Bronze Sculpture
By Stephanie Sto�

What a great opportunity you have to win this beau�ful bronze sculpture standing 19 1/2 inches tall. A big 

hear�elt thank you goes out to Sharon Power who created this sculpture and donated it to our Mid Valley 

Unit. Per Sharon's wishes, all proceeds of this fundraiser will go straight to youth and/or trail clearing projects. 

Several �ckets have already been sold! If you wish to have the opportunity to have this beau�ful bronze 

sculpture en�tled "Mustang Rivals" grace your home, contact Jerrie Ann Thomas at . The (209) 985-4502

winner of the sculpture will be announced August 10th, 2024 at our annual Kennedy Meadows General 

mee�ng. Need not be present to win. Good Luck!!  

BCHA Member Benefits – Equisure Insurance
Equisure Insurance through BCHA provides discounted rates ($20 Single or $40 Family), Equine general Liability 
coverage for up to $1,000,000 and is valid from January 1 through December 31 each year.  The �me of year 
you purchase the insurance does not change the renewal date of January 1st.
You must be a member of a BCH chapter to purchase insurance.  Download the form and send in your 
payment.  You can enclose a check or provide your credit card informa�on on the form.  For ques�ons, open 
the Equisure FAQ.
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Change of the Guard
By Vicki Morales

As of January 1, 2024 Jerrie Ann Thomas will no longer be in charge of Rides or 

Merchandise and Katherine Reeves will no longer be in charge of Sunshine.  

Both have faithfully completed these posi�ons for years and we thank them for all their years of service.  No 

fear, they will s�ll be around but feel it is �me for them to step back.  We are happy to announce that 

Chris�ne Kaplan has agreed to take over Rides, Stephanie Sto� will be in charge of Merchandise and Crystal 

Dalby has agreed to take over Sunshine.

Needed!!!!!!

Lessons Learned, recipes and local ride ar�cles with pictures. 
We are having to recirculate recipes from previous years.  We have all learned from our horses.  
How about a �me you learned something?  It can be anonymous.  Many of you go on local 
rides.  How about a short ar�cle about them and, of course, we always enjoy pictures?
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Rendezvous Vendor Applica�on
By Stephanie Sto�

If you or someone you know would be a great vendor at our annual Rendezvous in March 22nd - 23rd in Ceres 
at Diamond Bar Arena, then please share and send in this applica�on.  If you have any ques�ons regarding the 
Rendezvous or the applica�on, feel free to call Stephanie at .(209) 402-4417
Thank you!!  This is going to be the best Rendezvous yet! Lots of fun events in the works.

Kennedy Meadows Campout and General Mee�ng
By Stephanie Sto�

I hope this newsle�er finds you enjoying this holiday season! I know it snuck up on me 
super quick.  I have something I have thought long and hard about so I am wri�ng this with a 
strong convic�on.  I will no longer be heading up the Kennedy Meadows campout and general mee�ng.  It is 
�me to pass the torch. I will gladly help whomever would like to take it over and I encourage you to change it 
up or leave it the way it has been coordinated.
I truly love Kennedy Meadows and everything the pack resort has to offer and look forward to riding, fishing 
and enjoying with all my friends and family.
Reserva�ons for next year have already been made for the weekend of August 10th.  Feel free to call me for 
any ques�ons you may have at .  (209) 402-4417

Happy trails
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December 2023

4)  Rendezvous mee�ng at 6:00 
1405 W. F St. Oakdale

10) Columbia All Equestrian Parade in Columbia, CA
Contact: John Marshall
johnvmarshall@icloud.com (209) 968-3826

12) Board Mee�ng at 6:30 p.m.

Perko’s, 2120 Pa�erson Road, Riverbank

Contact: Doug Dollarhide 

Bootsandspur@a�.net  (209) 605-2403 

Coming in 2024

January 1) Annual New Year’s Day Ride at Red Hills

January 6) Winter Round-Up will be at the Sheriff’s Posse 

grounds

January 9) Board Mee�ng

March 22-24) BCHC Rendezvous in Ceres Theme - Trails

and Tales

August 8-11) Kennedy Meadows General Mee�ng Campout

Past President, Jim Westmoreland**, Peoria Flat Project Chair
(209) 815-3125                        jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com

Vice President, David Rumsey**, Membership Chair, Spring
Campout, Winter Roundup
(209) 532-2681                           davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Stephanie Sto�*, Facebook, General Mee�ngs 
(209) 402-4417                           HorseBiz66@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Vicki Morales**, Newsle�er
(209) 404-0561 vickimorales@sbcglobal.net

Michael King*, Past BCHC State President
(209) 606-8323                          mickngig@sbcglobal.net

President, Doug Dollarhide**
Youth Ac�vi�es, State Board Delegate, Youth Horse Camp
(209) 605-2403                          bootsandspur@a�.net

John Marshall*, Parades, State Board Delegate
(209) 968-3826                       johnvmarshall@icloud.com

Saw Program, Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Youth Ac�vi�es - Dave Moser
(209) 404-1372                          davemoser53@hotmail.com

Carl Perry*,  Volunteer Service Projects, Pack Clinics,
Winter Round Up, Spring Campout, State Board Delegate 
(209) 321-5410                         haylo�pigeon@aol.com

Dennis Serpa**, Volunteer Service Projects, Public Lands
(209) 848-4017 or 209-531-5175  dmserpa@velociter.net

Newsle�er - Kathy Zumbrunn and Gail Jamieson
(209) 765-4923                           runningzranch@gmail.com

gail.sunshine@gmail.com(209) 918-8869                           

Photograher - Historian
Aida Nunes 
(209) 620-1759                                              aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com

Rides - Jerrie Ann Thomas and Chris�ne Kaplan
(209) 985-4502                          jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com
(209) 847-5253                         newsle�erwestern@gmail.com

Lloyd Erlandson* — Insurance
(209) 761-3942                             Lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com

Merchandise - Jerrie Ann Thomas
(209) 985-4502                           jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Ted Pack
(209) 883-4192                         Tedpack@fire2wire.com

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide*, Youth Horse Camp
(209) 602-1489 bootsandspur@a�.net

Note:  All events subject to change

Roy Jones**, Educa�on
(209) 272-5634                                handyroj@gmail.com

Nicole Jones**, Volunteer Hours 
(209) 918-1665                                niccanride@yahoo.com

Sunshine - Katherine Reeves
(209) 402-7252                   boopoopidu@aol.com

Dan Prine, Email only newsle�er, Email blasts
(209) 485-0844                         dyprine@aol.com

Vicki Whisler*, Dutch Oven Group  
(209) 480-0566                          vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net                          
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