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By Doug Dollarhide
Howdy members. I hope all is well with you. Well, if we
can’t have rain we might as well enjoy this sunshine
we are having. I really do enjoy these spring days with
no fog. The almond trees are blooming around our
place with the cherry trees soon to follow. We are
ﬁnishing up our shop and the pasture fencing, our
biggest projects right now. Jerrie Ann has some unit
rides scheduled for this spring. The Comanche ride is
today and she has around 35 riders signed up.
Our annual spring camp out is coming up in April. This
year will be interes ng because we have a new
loca on. We will get to explore some new areas to ride
up in the Jamestown area. Watch for Carl’s ﬂyer that
will have all the informa on. We had a BCHC State
mee ng on Saturday, February 5 in Visalia. Carl Perry,
John Marshall, and myself are your state delegates and
were present at the mee ng. The biggest take from
the mee ng was the change of the state’s liability
insurance. We will be covered on all of our normal
ac vi es that our unit does. We are not limited in
what we do, no public days to deal with or riders for
parades, and we can have overnighters with the youth.
This is a real game changer to our opera on of our unit
ac vi es.
Bishop is on the coaches minds already. Prac ce is
being talked about and we already have a team. My
how me does ﬂy, it is that me already. When we
prac ce all are welcomed to come and watch the team
hone their skills that will lead them to be the next
world champions! In closing, I would like to welcome
Dan Prine and Lloyd Erlandson to our board of
directors.
Blessings,
Doug Dollarhide
The absence of God is chaos…..
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Merchandise Sales
We have a lot of merchandise for everyone to choose from:

Editorial Team

Sue Flagg, Vicki Morales, Kaitlyn Rumsey
and Kathy Zumbrunn
Layout and printing by Inprint Printing Co.

Janet@inprint1.com
Hoodies

$25

Crew necks $20

Zipped Hoodies $35

Aprons $10

Youth prices……….same price

Trail Books $10

subject line of your email message and send to mvmonthly@gmail.com.
The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or hold over late submissions.

*

T-Shirts $10

Caps $15

Size pricing: (2X + $2) (3X + $3)

Decals
Large $15 * Small $3

Pens $5

For informa on on purchasing please call Jerrie Ann Thomas at
Phone 209-985-4502
Email: jerriethomas1234@yahoo.com

DUTCH OVEN REPORT
By Vicki Whisler

Well, it looks like spring is here! So get ready for another exci ng, event-ﬁlled year! We have lots of spring
rides, summer work par es (we hope!) and looks like plenty of Dutch Oven Gatherings!
Here's what is coming up:
March 19: DOG and clean and organize unit camp trailer at Susan and Lloyd Erlandson's, 8658 Washington Rd,
Hilmar. Arrive any me a er 9 a.m. We will eat at 1:00, so that depends on what you are cooking and helping
with the trailer.
April 1 - 3: Spring Campout at Horses Of Warriors in Jamestown. Breakfast Saturday, DOG dinner Saturday night.
May 14: Dutch Oven Cook-oﬀ. More informa on later.
May 22: Dutch Oven Gathering at Barbara and Sandy Newsome's, 5541 E. Monte Vista Ave., Denair
Joan Tilbury and Dennise Davis also have said they would like to have DOG's at their homes. Those dates are to
be determined.
If anyone would like to host a DOG, please e-mail me: vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net
or call or text (209) 480-0566
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These shoes were made for walkin…
Mike Stanford, DVM, CVA
Taylor Equine Hospital
One of the ques ons we get all the me is, “does my horse need shoes?” Unfortunately, this is one of those
ques ons that, like, “should my horse wear a blanket?” is not easily answered by a yes or no and always has some
room for discussion and disagreement. That said, do they?
Let’s break it down:
We have several op ons when it comes to our trail-buddy's feet. Barefoot, boots, front shoes, shoes all around, and
then some op ons that are varia ons on the others. To me it comes down to the baseline quality of the hoof itself
and the terrain that you are considering.
A horse with excellent quality hoof, being ridden on sandy or so soil, every so o en, will likely do ﬁne barefoot. It is
the most natural way to keep the feet. It allows the greatest mobility and func on of the hoof's structure and can
promote the growth of healthy foot. The bare foot has, generally speaking, excellent trac on on a variety of surfaces
that can increase both the horse and rider's sense of comfort and security. As the quality of the hoof diminishes
though, through poor nutri on, gene cs, injury, or lack of rou ne health maintenance, and the ground gets harder
or more abrasive, we may need to consider other op ons.
A pair of well-ﬁ ed boots can be an excellent choice for the rider that has horses living in so er environments that
rides in rougher terrain intermi ently. The boot allows for much of the same ﬂexibility in the horse's anatomy as
they load and unload the foot as the bare foot does. They are generally easily applied and removed as necessary.
They protect the sole and wall from excessive wear as well as providing various levels of both trac on and
concussion absorp on. As they can be applied or removed as needed, they oﬀer the ﬂexibility of changing as
condi ons and terrain changes and are generally easy to pack.
When we consider shoes, we need to decide front feet only or all around. Because horses carry about 70% of their
weight on their front end they may be prone to concussive injury or wear of the front feet more than the hind. By
applying shoes to the front feet, we can protect them and save a bit of money. If the horse s ll has issues with their
hind feet or wear is s ll an issue you may need to consider shoes on all 4 feet. Shoes need to be ﬁ ed well and the
feet trimmed regularly or they may be pulled inadvertently. Certainly something we want to avoid on the trail. A
conserva ve trim, leaving a good amount of sole at the toe as well as allowing the frog and bars to contact the
ground is important to the healthy growth of new foot when riding in rough terrain.
If the horse is prone to subsolar bruising it may be necessary to consider pads (leather, plas c, pour-in) to provide
addi onal protec on to the bo om of the foot. A shoe with a more aggressive outer edge, materials applied to the
shoe such as borium, or caulks may be added to the shoe for increased trac on.
Each op on has pros and cons with no one answer right for all horses. Look at your budget. Barefoot is cheapest,
boots are expensive to buy but may last a long me. Shoes oﬀer lots of ﬁ ng and therapeu c beneﬁts but require a
skilled farrier and regular maintenance. Consider that the shod horse has a greater chance to hurt themselves if
their foot interferes with another foot or leg, that it can cause increased damage to another horse or person if they
kick. Consider that a poorly ﬁ ed boot can cause fric on rubs and sores if le on for too long and that the barefoot
foot will tend to wear more quickly in rougher terrain. As with most things, talk with your farrier and veterinarian.
At the end of the day, we all want your horse to have the healthiest and best quality life possible and we're happy to
do what we can to help you sort through a life full of decisions.
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Valen ne's Ride & BBQ Photos
By Jerrie Thomas

I think everyone had a really fun and great day. The weather was perfect. We had a total of 42 in
a endance. Only 7 or 8 of us did not ride, but it was reported that the trails were just great. Nine
of us spent Friday night at the campground and what a great place to camp. The corrals were of
decent size, with water faucets throughout, but hoses are needed. Hats oﬀ to our cook, Evan
Rahilly. His ribs, everyone agreed, were outstanding. Thank you Sandy for asking him to cook
for us. We are not going to let him get too far away. Between Evan and Dave, we are so lucky to
have these two excellent cooks in our unit. Katherine Reeves and Darla Coelho stepped up and
brought the unit cook trailer at the last minute, as Vicki Whisler was sick (get well wishes to
you). To Katherine, Darla, Roy, Nane e and Larry, a big thank you for all the help se ng up
tables, decora ng, making salad and clean-up etc. I’m always hearing about what a great unit we
have, now I see why. Our meal was ribs, garlic bread, salad, beans and ice cream cones.
Mark your calendar for these dates:
March 12th: St. Patrick’s Day ride at Red Hills (wear green), ride out at 9:30. Donuts will be
available ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve.
April 15th & 16th: campout at Dinosaur Point. This will be our Easter ride with breakfast provided
by Mid Valley unit on Saturday morning before the ride.
Happy Trails
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Haubert All Expense

th

th

August 5 -12 , 2022

Red's Meadow Loop

8 Day High Country Ride
Come join us for a beau ful pack trip with ample rest days, outstanding ﬁshing and great horseback riding.
This trip will be an all-expense trip with a wonderful experience promised for all. Top notch packers, excellent
food choices and some of the best ﬁshing and views in the Sierra Nevada. All camps and layovers subject to
change permi ng grazing and other condi ons.
Day 1: Red's Meadow to Holcomb Lake
Cook/Guide/Packer: Anna Baglione
Day 2: Layover – ride up to Superior Lake
Packer: Mark Midge (?)
Day 3: To Minaret Creek
Total cost for one rider $3,835
Day 4: To Rosalie Lake
Day 5: Layover – day ride up to Ediza. It would be about a ﬁve-hour roundtrip ride.
Day 6: To Thousand Island Lake
Day 7: Layover – ride over to Davis Lake or explore Clark Lakes.
Day 8: Out
Rock Creek Pack Sta on
PO Box 248
Bishop, CA 93514

Phone: 760-872-8331
Email: Info@rockcreekpacksta on.com
Website: rockcreekpacksta on.com

Parades
Gree ngs Backcountry Horsemen,
We will be riding in the Ripon Almond Blossom Parade on Saturday February 26, 2022. All riders must be members for insurance.
Invite your friends so they can join that morning. I will have applica ons available. Please con nue to call me in advance for a head
count for our tri- p lunch and donuts before. John 209-968-3826. Check in with me before the parade for an accurate count for our
par cipa on. We will be staging on Industrial Ave. Judging is at 10:30 a.m., line up 12:00, and the parade at 1:00 p.m. Tri- p lunch
a erwards. Please prac ce leave no trace and pick up the manure around your trailer a erwards. Thank you. If your horse isn't
ready for parades, please come and carry a banner or sidewalk with us. Older kids are welcome to carry banners too.
We will be riding in the Oakdale Rodeo on Saturday, April 9, 2022 also. More informa on in the March newsle er.
I will be going on the John Wayne Pioneer Wagons and Riders ride again this year. This will be my tenth year
on this two-hundred-mile ride. The ride is across the state of Washington. Check it out on their website:
johnwaynepioneerwagonsandriders.com and Facebook. If you have any ques ons feel free to call me.
Last year I had the pleasure of mee ng three remarkable ladies of the Mother Lode Unit. They are
going to ride the Paciﬁc Crest Trail this year. They are riding south to north and are planning on ﬁve
to six months. Please meet and follow them on their website: lafonpct.com. Encourage them and
support them anyway you can.
Respec vely submi ed,
John

By Katherine Reeves

Hello everyone. We have sad news today. Bruce DeMo passed away. He was a
long me member of our unit. He was a true cowboy and liked to ride all over
the U.S.A. He will be missed. One other incident this month. Larry Souza and
Jerrie Ann Thomas lost “Lone Star" the horse that pulled their buggy. They will
be on the hunt for another one. So sorry you guys. If you know of anyone
needing sunshine let me know at boopoopidu@aol.com or (209)402-7252.
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Put some “ Creep “ in the Jigging Horse.
By Steve Bauhr
I would like to open this ar cle with an invite. If anyone has ﬁgured out how to stop a horse from jigging or prancing
100 percent of the me in 100 percent of situa ons, please contact me and share your secret.
In this ar cle we'll talk about a couple of ways that I've found that can help a jigging horse in some situa ons some
of the me.
What causes the jigging?
I don't know if anyone really understands what is happening inside the horse once this emo on takes over or there
would be some solid ﬁxes to oﬀer the horse. I believe it's closely related to their Self Preserva on and their need to
move out when that emo on comes into eﬀect. It's not only a trail problem. I see it in many other situa ons as well.
One example is in the arena.
I'll have a group riding together for a couple of hours. Walking, tro ng and loping circles together and then standing
together while we're talking. Let's say we decide to leave, so the gate opens and horses start to walk out. There will
be at least one horse that starts to move around or even jig while the others leave before them. The rider now tries
to hold the horse back from rushing, but that's just pouring gas on a ﬁre. So, in that case maybe self-preserva on
tells the horse the last one out doesn't get out! Who knows? I've also seen horses in workshops that never se le
due to a horse across the ranch calling out to them. Or a horse that can't se le because they have to be next to
another horse in the same arena and once separated, they start to prance or jig. I guess the worst situa on is out on
the trail. The horse you're riding starts to jig or prance and you're 2 hours out. It's going to be a bouncy- ring ride
back. Not to men on, the horse could be For Sale when you return to the trailer!
How can we stop it?
One of the things that Tom Dorrance used to tell people is that you can't put something in a horse that we ourselves
don't possess. The ﬂip side of that is we can't help but put things into a horse (good or bad) that we do possess. A lot
of people are just amped up. They rush through life trying get more done than is really possible, living 3 weekends
in one, and if they're trying to ﬁt horses into that kind of schedule it can bring about a rush in the horse.
If you're on the horse and this emo on comes up, now what? Here's where it gets interes ng. I've heard, like you, a
thousand ideas to stop the jig. If you're on a trail ride with a large group you might of heard, “Change posi ons”. A
diﬀerent spot behind or in front of a diﬀerent horse can some mes quiet them down - for a while. Another idea is to
put the horse in front of the group. This too can some mes help a jigging horse, especially if they're fearful and not a
good leader. It doesn't really ﬁx the emo on, but it will some mes stop the prance due to the new s mulus.
"Feather the reins back! Circle them a bit! Side pass that horse - put that extra energy to work!” We've heard
them all and they can all help - some mes.
How can we get ahead of it?
If you haven't no ced yet in reading my ar cles, I work with horses in the opposite way that western medicine works
with us. In the US we wait un l things go wrong health wise, then try to ﬁx it. We do li le to prevent.
With horses, if you want to die of old age and never get any be er, just keeping work oﬀ the reac on, trying to deal
with just happened, you're late! Eventually the only horses you'll be able to deal with are the ones who barely have a
pulse. To have any level of success with horses, we must be thinking ahead and no cing the things that take place
before the things that happen.
Con nued on page 9
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At our Horseback Getaways we have at least 6 riders some mes as many as 9 or 10. At least one of them is going to
jig on some - if not all the trail rides. To help, we work as a group in the arena each morning so we can get with our
horses and ﬁgure out who's best together and not together. We work on the transi ons from walk to trot and trot to
walk. Because this is the one that's so prevalent on most trail rides. By prac cing the rider gets with the horse, then
out on the trail it's not a surprise to the horse when we ask for it.
We also work AS A GROUP using the group dynamic as a beneﬁt not a problem. I spent some me this summer on
the East coast. It's hard to be back there and not get interested in the Civil War. What really interested me was the
horsemanship of corps. When President Lincoln ﬁnally put General Grant in charge, he not only found a tac cal
genius with nerve to follow through, but he was also a Horseman! He understood the need for a good cavalry, hence
his use of General Sherman. Sherman's cavalry was known for being able to “Creep in“ without so much as a peep.
Their horses were so connected to the riders they wouldn't even whinny at the enemy horses ed or corralled only
yards away! So, this summer we've used the idea to help the jigging horses.
Creep out and Creep back.
The exercise we've used is the "Group creep". We prac ce riding in close quarters maybe in pairs or in threes or fours
- side by side. We prac ce being able to walk in this forma on, trot and jog in this forma on, and then slow to a
crawl, then to a one step at a me creep, holding the forma on. We prac ce in the arena and then we prac ce on
the way out as the trail rides start. That way if we need it on the way back, we've prac ced and we're thinking ahead
to what might happen. I will call out at any me on the ride for a forma on. It could be single ﬁle right side or le ,
pairs, four horses side by side. We can do anything because of our prac ce. I then call out the pace - trot, slow jog,
big walk or creep! When a horse gets jiggly we can go into forma on and slow down, as a group, real slow if need.
This has worked well all summer. The jigging horse is always put in the middle and seems to se le into the exercise.
Before long we can slowly At Ease and go back to a spread out easy ride. The riders part. Don't get mad!
Although using the forma on and speed control has really helped, it's also important the rider does not promote a jig
by something their doing. I've also no ced with most riders once the horse starts going too fast for the pace already
set by the group, the rider now braces in the s rrups and pulls on the reins. This causes the horse to bind up with the
feet s ll moving yet the reins are holding the head in, hence the jig which is tro ng in place, sort of.
When things are going well a rider should be obsessed with developing a big walk on their horses. This in itself can
keep a horse from jigging. When the emo on comes up they can use the big walk instead of tro ng in place to meet
their need to move. It's much easier to ride and it keeps the emo on just under a boil allowing their self-preserva on
to draw a breath.
Once a horse starts to jig, as I men oned, most riders brace on the s rrups and pull on the reins and let their seat die.
I've been experimen ng with this and have found that if I'm on a jigging horse I will start to put a slow drag on one
rein at a me, almost trying to slow one foot down at a me. I try very hard not to brace on the s rrups, which is
hard when we apply the reins, and I make sure my hips and seat keep moving a bit with the horse's movement. This
process seems to slow a horse while s ll le ng them travel so they never wind up like a spring and launch ahead
once I let go of the reins. It can be just enough to manage the emo on and keep it just under a jig and move it into a
bigger walk instead.
That's a lot to think about! The jigging horse is a diﬃcult problem and, since there's a lot going on, it really takes
some skills to deal with it, not get mad and maybe help it, or possibly prevent it.
See ya out there!
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2022 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
President, Doug Dollarhide*
Youth Ac vi es, State Board Delegate, Youth Horse Camp
209-605-2403
bootsandspur@a .net

Note: All events subject to change
February 2022
26) Oﬃcer Training in Bakersﬁeld 9:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m.
Contact: Stacy Kuhns (909) 633-1705
26) The 26th Almond Blossom Parade, Ripon
Contact: John Marshall (209) 968-3826
johnvmarshall@icloud.com
March 2022
8) Board Mee ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide
Bootsandspur@a .net (209) 605-2403
12) St. Patrick’s Ride, Red Hills
Contact: Jerrie Ann Thomas (209) 985-4502
19) DOG and Trailer clean up
at Lloyd Erlandson’s, (209) 761-3942
8658 Washington Rd, Hilmar
April 2022
1-3) Spring Campout
Horses of Warriors in Jamestown
Contact: Carl Perry (209) 321-5410
12) Board Mee ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide
Bootsandspur@a .net (209) 605-2403
16) Spring Flowers Ride at Dinosaur Point
Contact: Jim Westmoreland (209) 815-3125
30) Poker Ride at Peoria Flat
Contact: Stephanie Sto (209) 402-4417
May 2022
10) Board Mee ng at 6:30 p.m.
Perko’s, 2120 Pa erson Road, Riverbank
Contact: Doug Dollarhide
Bootsandspur@a .net (209) 605-2403
14) Dutch Oven Cook Oﬀ
more informa on next newsle er
22) DOG at Barbara and Sandy Newsome
5541 E. Monte Vista Ave, Denair

Rides at:
Arnold Rim Trail and
Del Valle Regional Park

Vice President, David Rumsey*, Membership Chair, Spring
Campout, Winter Roundup
209-532-2681
davidsrumsey@yahoo.com

Secretary, Cathy Dollarhide**, Youth Horse Camp
209-602-1489
bootsandspur@a .net
Treasurer, Vicki Morales*, Newsle er
209-577-1594
vickimorales@sbcglobal.net
Past President, Jim Westmoreland*, Peoria Flat Project Chair
209-815-3125
jimwestmorelandsem@gmail.com
Michael King**, Past BCHC State President
209-606-8329
mickngig@sbcglobal.net
Stephanie Sto **, Facebook, General Mee ngs
209-402-4417
HorseBiz66@yahoo.com
Dan Prine**, Email only newsle er, Email blasts
209-485-0844
dyprine@aol.com
John Marshall**, Parades, State Board Delegate
209-968-3826
johnvmarshall@icloud.com
Lloyd Erlandson** — Insurance
209-761-3942
Lloyd.erlandson0@gmail.com
Carl Perry**, Volunteer Service Projects, Pack Clinics,
Winter Round Up, Spring Campout, State Board Delegate
209-321-5410
haylo pigeon@aol.com
Dennis Serpa*, Volunteer Service Projects, Public Lands
209-848-4017 or 209-531-5175 dmserpa@velociter.net
Aaron Ford*, Educa on
209-480-7463
crawlintoy@msn.com
Kaitlyn Rumsey*, Volunteer Hours, Newsle er
209-768-5732
kaitlynnrumsey@gmail.com
2022 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Dutch Oven Group - Vicki Whisler
209-480-0566
vickiwhisler@sbcglobal.net
Saw Program, Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers,
Youth Ac vi es - Dave Moser
209-404-1372
davemoser53@hotmail.com
Merchandise - Jerrie Ann Thomas
209-985-4502
jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com
Newsle er - Kathy Zumbrunn
209-765-4923
runningzranch@gmail.com
Photograher - Historian
Aida Nunes
209-620-1759
aidaitzelnunes@gmail.com
Abegail Prine
209-355-5511
abzlozano10@icloud.com
Rides - Jerrie Ann Thomas and Chris ne Kaplan
209-985-4502
jerrieThomas1234@yahoo.com
209-847-5253
newsle erwestern@gmail.com
Sunshine - Katherine Reeves
209-402-7252
boopoopidu@aol.com
Webmaster - Ted Pack
209-883-4192

Tedpack@ﬁre2wire.com
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